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Primus inter pares

Istanbul Alman Lisesi idare Dernegi'nin 150. Y1l Kutlamalar1 kapsaminda
Serhat Hacipasalioglu'nun cabalari ile tarihi bir calisma daha yapildi. Ve
bu proje cercevesindeki tanitimlarda, ilk isim olmaya layik goriildii Biilent
Eczacibasi.

Sakin, farkl bir degerlendirme yapilmasin.

Soyadi ‘Eczacibast’ oldugu icin diye diistiniilmesin. Hic ilgisi yok ciinkii.
Alman Lisesi’nin 100. yilinda okulu basar1 rekoru kirarak bitirdi, hala da
gecen olmadi.

Biilent Eczacibasi, Alman Lisesi'nin kazandirdigi degerleri dziimseyen bir
insan olmaya calist1 tiim diger 6grencileri gibi bu okulun. Icinde bulundugu
makinenin en iyi islevsel dislisi olmay1 prensip edindi kendine.
Agabeyimizdi.

Orta ogretimde Alman Lisesi... Universite asamasinda ingiltere... Yiiksek
Lisans ve Doktora egitimleri icin de ABD’de egitim almanin en dogrusu ola-
cagini ondan duymustum bir vesile ile...

Soyledigini yapti da... Alman Lisesi'ni bitirdikten sonra, yiiksek 6grenimini
Londra’da Imperial College’da siirdiirdii ve ABD’de Massachusetts Institute
of Technology’den kimya miihendisligi dalinda master derecesi aldi.

Temelde Alman Lisesi... Disiplin... Diyalektik yontemlerle bilimsel diisiin-
me terbiyesi.

Nelere imza atmadi ki...

Is yasamunin yam sira, kitap yazdi... Klasik orkestra bile yonetti.

Biitiiniin islevsel bir parcasi olmay1 6gretirler Alman Lisesi'nde.

Isimleri ve aile kokenleri her ne olursa olsun, Alman Lisesi 6grencilerinin
ortak ozelligidir bu.

Soylesilerinde aklimda kalan bir ifadesi vardi:

“Ust diizeyde egitimin 6nemine inanacaksiniz... Ama diploma ile hicbir se-
yin bitmeyecegini de bileceksiniz...

Caliskanhk diyorsaniz, herkes calisiyor. Ayiran sey, azimdir insanlari. He-
defe varincaya kadar.”

Esitler arasimda birinci olmaya calismak...

Ein zuverldssiges Funktionsteil der Maschine.

Biilent Eczacibasi onlardandir.

HALIT KAKINC

7 I



66Alman Lisesinde sorgulamaya cok onem wverilir, arastirmak,
sorgulamak, hichir seyi pesinen kabullenmemek, lez ve antitezi
isleven kompozisyonlar yazmak, bunlardan bir sonuca gelmeye
deger vermek. Bunu ogrenmenin ve bu aliskanhklar: edinmenin
asil onemli kazammlar oldugunu diisiiniivorum. O nedenle Alman
Lisesi'nden dogmalara, diisiince kaliplarmma itibar eden kisiler cok
fazla yetismez. 99



Istanbul Alman Lisesi

1949 vilinda Istanbul'da dogdu.
Orta 6grenimini Alman Lisesi'nde
tamamladi. Universite egitimini
Londra’da Imperial College’da
bitirdikten sonra, Massachusetts
Institute of Technology’den (MIT)
kimya dalinda yiiksek lisans de-
recesi ald. Biilent Eczacibasi 1993
yilinda, halen yiiriitmekte oldugu
Eczacibas1 Holding Yonetim Ku-
rulu Baskanlig1 gorevini devraldi.
Almanca ve Ingilizce bilmektedir.
Oya Eczacibasi ile evlidir. Emre
ve Esra isimli iki cocugu bulun-
maktadir.

Biilent Eczacibas1 Tiirkiye'nin
en bilinen ve koklii ailelerinden
birinden gelmektedir. Dedesi,
Izmir’in miisliiman eczacis1 un-
vanini tasiyan Siilleyman Ferit
Bey'dir. Gorev yaptigi Guraba-i
Miislimin Hastanesi'nde bas ec-
zacilik pozisyonuna kadar yiik-
selen Siileyman Ferit Bey, Soyadi
Kanunu ile beraber yiiriittigii
gorevinden esinle, daha sonra
Tiirkiyemin biiyiik ve basaril
holdinglerinden birinin de adi
olacak Eczacibasi soyadini aldi.
Biilent Eczacibasr'nin babasi ise,

1913 yilinda Izmirde diinyaya
gelen {inlii is insam Nejat Ecza-
cibasrdir.  Kiiciikligii  Izmir’in
kozmopolit ve cok-kiiltiirlii or-
taminda gecen Nejat Eczacibasi,
Robert Koleji bitirip Almanya ve
Amerika Birlesik Devletlerinde
yiiksek lisans ve doktora 6greni-
mini tamamladiktan sonra Tiirki-
ye'ye dondii. Kendi olusturdugu
kiiciik laboratuvarda iiretmeye
bagladigi tbbi {iriinlerin yani
sira seramik {iretimini de yiirii-
ten Nejat Eczacibasi, 1952 yilinda
Tiirkiye'nin ilk ila¢ fabrikasini
kurdu. Boylelikle, Nejat Eczaci-
basi kendisinin kurdugu, Biilent
Eczacibasrnin da halen basinda
bulundugu Tiirkiye'nin en bii-
yiik holdinglerinden Eczacibasi
Toplulugu'nun temellerini atmis
oldu. Biilent Eczacibasinin an-
nesi Beyhan Eczacibasi da yine
[zmir’in koKklii ailelerinden birin-
den gelmektedir. Dedesi tek parti
doneminde cesitli defalar Izmir
vekili secilen ve bir donem Iktisat
Bakanhg gorevini yerine getiren
Rahmi Koken'dir. Beyhan Ha-
mm, yabanci dil egitimine bii-
yiik 6nem veren babasi Maden
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Yiiksek Miihendisi Vehbi Erge-
ne'nin etkisiyle Alman Lisesi'nde
okumustur.

Biilent Eczacibasi, 1946 yilinda
evlenen Nejat ve Beyhan Eczaci-
bast ciftinin biiyiik ogullar1 ola-
rak 25 Ekim 1949 tarihinde istan-
bul’da diinyaya geldi. Cocuklugu
Istanbul'da gecen Biilent Eczaci-
basrnin Alman Lisesine gitme-
sinde, ailesi biiyiik rol oynadi.
Ailede annesi Beyhan Eczaciba-
si’'mm mezun oldugu Alman Li-
sesi'ne karsi sempati duyulmak-
taydi. Diger yandan, kendisi de
Almanya’da Heidelberg Univer-
sitesi’'nde egitim goren ve sonra
yine Almanya’da Berlin Univer-
sitesinde doktora calismalarini
tamamlayan Nejat Eczacibasi, Al-
man ckoliinii yakindan tanimak-
taydi. Nejat Eczacibasima gore,
ileride fen bilimlerine, o6zellikle
de kimyaya yonelmek icin, Al-
manca 6grenmek ve Alman eko-
liinden yetismek gerekiyordu.
Oglunun egitimi ile ilgili verdigi
bu karari etkileyen bir diger hu-
sus, Alman Lisesi’nin iki dilin bir-
den iyi bir sekilde 6grenilmesine
imkan saglhiyor olmasiydi.

ilkégrenimini ~ Sisli  Ondokuz-
mayis Ilkokulu'nda tamamlayan
Biilent Eczacibasi, Alman Lise-
si'ne giris smavindan basaril bir
sonuc aldi ve 1960 yilinda Alman

Lisesi'ndeki egitim hayatina bas—
ladi. ilkokuldakine gére veni bir
kiiltiir, farkl arkadaslar ve degi-
sik bir mekana adlm atan Biilent
Eczacibasi, Alman Lisesi yilla-
rimin ilk giinlerinde yasanabile-
cek uyum sorunlarimni, oOzellikle
Ogretmenlerinin “sicak” tutum-
larwyla, kolaylikla astigini anmim-
SIyor:

“s yil aym suuf arkadasla-
rivla ilkokulu  okuduktan
sonra baska bir mekanda,
baska bir binada, baska ar-
kadagslarla yeni bir suufa
baslamak, tabi ki bir ya-
bancilik  hissi veriyor. Kisa
bir uyum siireci oluyor, ama
bunun biiviik bir zorluk va-
rathigimy  soyleyemeyecegim.
Son derece sicak bir ortam
buldum arkadaslarimla. Al-
man ogretmenlerimiz, Tiirk
ogrelmenlerimiz, hepsi bizde
sweak duygular yaratan kisi-
lerdi, cok kisa siirede uyum
sagladigim diisiiniiyorum ar-
kadaslarim gibi!”

Alman Lisesi’nin Tiirkiye’nin “en
iyilerinden” oldugu kadar, “en
zor” okullarindan biri oldugu
goriisiine katilan Biilent Eczaci-
basi'na gore, Alman Lisesi'nde,
derslerin oncelikli oldugu ve Al-
man kiiltiiriiniin temel 6zellikle-
rinin 6grencilere kazandirildigt
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bir egitim ortami vardi:

“labi ki dersler ciddiye ali-
nmirdr, eminim  her okulda
oyle. Abitur yapmak bir zo-
runluluktu o zaman, secim
konusu degildi, belki onun
gelirdigi ek bir yiik var-
dr Alman Lisesi'nde. Farkl
bir disiplin anlayisi vard.
... Sosval aktivitelerin biraz
geri planda kalmasi, dersle-
rin daha fazla on plana cik-
mast gibi bir aliskanhk, bir
gelenek vard, o da, derslere
fazla egilmek gerektiren bir
atmosfer yaratiyordu. Disip-
linli calisma, dakik olma gibi,
genellikle Alman FKiiltiiriiniin
ozellikleriyle  bagdastirilan
aliskanhiklar kazandirilmaya
calisilirdr Alman Lisesi'nde.”

Diger yandan, Biilent Eczaci-
basrna gore, Alman Lisesi’nin
kazandirdigi daha da Onemli
ozellikler “arastirmaya yonelik
olmak”, “sorgulamak” ve “dog-
malardan uzak diisiinmek” oldu:

‘Ashnda  Alman  Lisesi'nin
giiclii yonlerinden soz edi-
lirken, hep iki dil ogretmesi,
bir calisma disiplini kazan-
dirmast on plana ¢ikarilr,
bunlar kuskusuz dogru, bun-
larm yararm gordiik, va-
sadik ama ben daha onemli

bazt  ozellikleri  oldugunu
diisiiniiyorum. Alman Lise-
si'nde sorgulamaya cok onem
verilir, arastirmak, sorgula-
mak, hichir sevi pesinen ka-
bullenmemek, tez ve antilezi
isleven kompozisyonlar yaz-
mak, bunlardan bir sonuca
gelmeye deger vermek. Bunu
ogrenmenin ve bu aliskan-
hklar edinmenin asil onemli
kazammlar oldugunu diisii-
niiyorum. O nedenle, Alman
Lisesinden dogmalara, dii-
stince kaliplarina itibar eden
kisiler cok fazla vyelismez.
Bunu, okulun giiclii yonii
olarak goriiriim dogrusu. Ar-
kadaslarimda da bunu hep
gozlemlemisimdir. Kendimde
de boyle bir aliskanlk oldu-
Sunu diisiiniiyorum ve bu-
nun biiyiik olciide okuldaki
egitim  yaklasummyla iliskili
olduguna inaniyorum.”

Alman Lisesi'nin verdigi bu 6zel-
liklerin ~ Biilent Eczacibasinin
tiim hayati boyunca uyguladig
bir aliskanlik haline gelmesinde
ogretmenlerinin rolii biiyiik oldu.
Eczacibasrnin kendi ifadesiyle,
Alman Lisesi'nin egitim kadrosu,
her biri 6grencilerde “yeni me-
raklarm, yeni bakig acilarmin ye-
sermesini, gelismesini” saglayan
ve bu yonde siirekli destek veren
ogretmenlerden  olusmaktaydi.

11—
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Biilent Eczacibasi, Alman Lise-
sinin en onemli ozelliklerinden
biri olarak gordiigii bu durumu
su anckdotla anlatiyor:

“Herr Bohmer cok sevdigimiz
bir hocamizdr gercekten, bi-
yolojive ilgi duymamda cok
etkisi oldu... Bivoloji, benim
icin Herr Bohmerden ders-
leri alimcaya kadar, ikinci
planda bir merak alanyd,
yani fizik, kimya ve matema-
tikten daha sonra gelen bir
alandy, ama bu durum Herr
Bohmer’le degisti. Iste iyi 0g-
retmenlerin boyle bir etkisi
oluyor, bir konuva merak
sardirmak ve o0grencilerin
dikkatini cekmek gibi, Herr
Bohmer bende boyle bir etki
yaptr bivoloji konusunda.”

Derslerin yani sira diizenlenen
calisma gruplar1 da |Arbeits-
gemeinschaft] Biilent Eczaciba-
sr'nin farkl konulardaki ilgisinin
gelismesine ve yogunlasmasina
yardimec1 oldu:

“Benim bircok merakim, Al-
man Lisesi villarinda olus-
mus, hocalarin da destegi ve
ilgisivle  gelismistir. Sanal
alamma burada birinci dere-
cede saymam lazim. Tiirk-
ce'de calisma gruplar: olarak
adlandwracagim, Almanca

devimiyle Arbeitsgemeinschaft lar,
o yiullarda, ders saatlerinin
disinda ogrencilerin ilgi gor-
diikleri alanlarda  gruplar
halinde yapilan toplantilar,
calismalardr. Burada dgret-
menlerimiz bize cok deger-
li sevler katmis ve bunlar
bende, yeni meraklarin, yeni
bakis acilarmmn yesermesine,
gelismesine neden olmustur.
Bu biraz da ogretmenlerin
yapiswyla ilgili bir sey, bu co-
cuk neye meraklh? Hangi ko-
nulara egilmek istiyor? Ona
nasil  yardimcr olabilirim¢
Bunu o0gretmenlerimde cok
stk gormiisiimdiir.”

Okul hayati boyunca Biilent Ec-
zacibasi, cok basarili ve iyi bir 6g-
renci oldu. Ortaokuldan itibaren
her yil, sinifin en iyi iki 6grencisi
arasida yer aldi. Son sinifta ise
halen okul tarihinde rekor olarak
anilan bir dereceyle, biitiin ders-
lerden tam notla birinci olarak
Alman Lisesi'nden mezun oldu.
Tiim derslerdeki basarisina rag-
men, yine de en cok ilgi duydugu
ve zevk aldigi dersler, oncelikle
fizik ve matematik olmak iizere
fen bilimi dersleri idi. Bir donem
bu alanda akademisyen olmay1 da
planlayan Biilent Eczacibasimin,
ogrencilik hayatiin basindan iti-
baren fen bilimlerine gosterdigi
ilgi, Alman Lisesi’nde iyice pekisti.
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Bunun disinda, Biilent Eczaci-
basr'nin 6zel merak duydugu bir
baska ders de sanat tarihi idi.
Aslinda Biilent Eczacibasi, sa-
nata oldukca ilgi duyan, bunun
da Otesinde sanat diinyasina ak-
tif olarak biiyiik katkilar yapan
bir aileden gelmekteydi. Babasi
Nejat Eczacibasi, is insanhgimin
yam sira, sanatin farkl kollari
yakindan takip etmesi ve destek-
te bulunmasiyla taninmaktaydi.
Diger yandan, bir hikaye kitabi
ve cevirileri bulunan annesi Bey-
han Eczacibasrnin da o6zellikle
edebiyat alanina 6zel ilgisi vardi.
Aile ortaminda edindigi sanata ve
kiiltiirel yasama duydugu ilginin
cesitlenmesinde ve artmasinda
ise, Alman Lisesi’nin biiyiik etkisi
oldu. Ornegin, Alman Lisesi'n-
de o donem ogrenciler, diizenli
olarak Istanbul i¢cinde ve disinda
gerzilere gotiiriilmekteydi. Biilent
Eczacibasi, Herr Schneider oncii-
liigiinde diizenlenen geziler sa-
yesinde, icinde dogup biiyiidiigii
kent olan Istanbul’u farkl gozler-
le gérme ve tanima firsati buldu:

“Evet, Anadolu  gezilerine
gidemedim ama Istanbul ge-
zilerine katildim ve cok sey
ogrendim.  Herr  Schneider
bende,  Istanbul'u  tanima,
Istanbul’u gezme konusunda
merak wyandurms hocalari-
mizdan biridir. Her sevden

once ¢ok bilgilivdi, cok sey
ogrenirdi insan ondan. Daha
sonra, hocalarm  katilim
olmaksizin, o gezileri ben
kendi imkanlarimla devam
ettirmeye calistim. Iste bu,
bir merakm baslangicidir.
Bu hocalarmuzin, kendi kiil-
tiiriimiizii bize tamitma ko-
nusunda cok biiviik cabalar:
olmustur. Pek cogumuzdan
cok daha ivi bilirlerdi Istan-
bul'un tarihi yerlerini. Tiirk
kiiltiiriiniin -~ bircok acidan
merakhsyydilar  ve  bizimle
pavlasmak, bize bunlar: ka-
zandirmak cabast icindeydi-
ler.”

Biilent Eczacibasi’na gore, Alman
Lisesi'nin bir bagka 6nemli yani
da oldukca “0zgiirliikcii” bir orta-
ma sahip bulunmasiydi. Kendisi,
donemin sartlar1 g6z oniine alin-
diginda, okunmasi ve okutulmasi
“sakincall” bulunan, Karl Marx
gibi farkll diisiince ve ideolojile-
re sahip bircok yerli ve yabanci
entelektiielin eserleri ile Alman
Lisesi’'nde tanisti:

“Alman  Lisesi'nde Bertoll
Brecht'siz bir Almanca egi-
timi diisiiniilemes, diistiniil-
memesi lazim. Biz, Brechl’i
tamdigomz  gibi,  resmen
olmasa bile Nazim Hikmet'i
de tamdik Alman Lisesindeki

13
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hocalarimiz  sayesinde. Bu
hocalarvmiz,  Nazvm  Hik-
met’siz  Tiirk edebivatimin
anlatilamayacagima  inan-
muslardr. Bir hocamizin sozii
hep aklimda. Nazim Hikmet'i
ben size imtihanda soramam
ama siz onu Ggrenmezseniz,
Tiirk edebiyaty okudum de-
meyin  Alman  Lisesi'nde...
Iste tiim bunlar, okulda de-
ger wverilen, acik  diisiinme,
her fikre acik olma, sorgu-
lama, arastirma  gelenegi-
ni, aliskanhgn vyerlestirme
cabasmun  parcalart olarak
goriiyorum.”

Alman Lisesi'nde egitimin yarium
giin olmasina ragmen, Biilent Ec-
zacibasi'nin okulda oldukca faal
bir sosyal hayati oldu. Satranc,
masa tenisi ve pul koleksiyoncu-
lugu gibi cesitli sosyal aktivitele-
re katilirken, yasaminin sonraki
yillarinda devam ettirdigi bir¢ok
yakin arkadaslik iliskisi de kurdu.
Donemin Alman Lisesi dgrenci
profili, agirlikli olarak Istanbullu
ve iist orta sinif ailelerden gelen-
lerden olusuyordu. Diger yandan
gerek gayrimiislim 6grenciler ge-
rekse Alman ogrencilerin varligi,
cesitliligin uyum icerisinde ol-
dugu bir ortanmu isaret ediyordu.
Biilent Eczacibasi da farkl kim-
liklerden Ogrencilerin hic sorun
yasamadan, birbirinin kimligini

sorgulamadan iyi arkadaslik ilis-
kileri gelistirdigini soyliiyor:

“Ermeni arkadagslarimiz,
Rum asilly veya Yahudi arka-
daslarmmz vardr. Sanyyorum
bugiinkiinden daha fazlayd:
ama gene de az sayidaydilar.
Etnik koken vesaire dedigi-
nizde, acikcast hic aldirmaz-
dik, farkinda bile olmazdik!
Oyle bir bilincte degildik
yani. ... Evet, birkac Alman
ogrenci vardi, onlar A sube-
lerinde toplanwrdr. Ozellikle
soylevebilecegim su; gavel iyi
iliskiler icerisindeydik. Bazi
dersleri farkh alirlard, or-
negin Latince dersleri vard
onlarim  girdikleri. Bazila-
r1 Tiirkive'ye daha yakind.
Tiirkgeleri  daha  gelismisti.
Bazilarmnki ise daha zayif-
tr ama smifa gayel iyi uyum
saglarlardl. Hepsivle, cok iyi
arkadashklarmmsz olustu ve
mezunivel yillarindan sonra
da devam etti.”

Biilent Eczacibasi, Alman Lise-
si'nden mezun olmak icin, o yil-
larda mecburi ve oldukca da zor
bir smav olarak bilinen Abitur’a
girdi. Epeyce genis ve kapsamli
bir smav olan Abitur, Biilent Ec-
zacibasrnin da belirttigi iizere,
erken uzmanlasmay1 hedefleyen
Anglo-Sakson sistemiyle kiyas-
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landiginda, daha ¢ok “cok yonlii”
ve “kiiltiirlii” 6grencilerin yetis-
mesine olanak saglamaktaydi. Al-
man Lisesinden 1968 yilinda me-
zun olduktan sonra, Almanya’da
bir iiniversiteye gitme hakki ka-
zanmasina ragmen, babasi Nejat
Eczacibasrnin da yonlendirme-
lerinin etkisiyle, egitimine artik
Ingilizce devam etme karar1 aldi.
Boylelikle iiniversite egitimine,
Londra’daki Imperial College of
Science and Technology’de bas-
ladi. Aslinda Cambridge Univer-
sitesi'nden kabul almis olmasina
ragmen, Imperial College’1 tercih
etmesinin nedeni, babasi Nejat
Eczacibasrnin  kendisine  {ini-
versite egitimi boyunca, Londra
gibi, kiltiir ve sanat hayatinin
merkezlerinden birinde yasama-
s1 yoniindeki tavsiyeleriydi. 1972
yihinda {iniversiteyi bitirdikten
sonra ise, egitim hayatina Ame-
rika Birlesik Devletleri'nde Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Techno-
logy’de (MIT) devam elli ve 1974
yilinda kimya alaninda yiiksek
lisans derecesi alarak bu okuldan
mezun oldu.

Biilent Eczacibasi, lise yillarinda
icinde bulundugu Alman ekoliin-
den cikarak, farkli bir anlayistaki
Anglo-Sakson diinyasina girme-
nin, ashnda zorlayici taraflari-
nin oldugunu belirtiyor. Ancak,
Alman Lisesinde edindigi “di-

» o«

siplinli calisma”, “sorgulama” ve
“analitik diisiince” gibi degerlerin
yani sira, iyi bir Ingilizce egitimi
almis olmasmin da Kkatkisiyla,
kolayhkla uyum sagladigimi an-
latiyor:

“Alman Lisesi'nde aldigimiz
Ingilizcenin tabii cok  bii-
yiik  yararmm  gordiim. Hic
demeyeyim ama ¢ok fazla
giicliik  cekmeden  Ingilte-
re‘deki yasama adapte oldum
ve idiniversitede 0grenimimi
stirdiirebildim. Bu, Alman
Lisesi'nin verdigi cok biiyiik
bir distiinliiktii. Calhsma di-
siplini acisindan, oradaki
smuf  arkadagslarimdan  cok
farkl gordiim kendimi, o da
bana bir avantaj sagladi.
Laboratuvar  calismalarina
yaklasimimdan, ders not-
larmr — almaya,  6grenmeye
varmcaya kadar, okulun
kazandirdigy iistiinliikler
bana cok yardimcr oldu. In-
giltere'de ogrenim sistemi cok
farkl oldugu icin, orada 6g-
renciler cok daha geng yasta
uzmanlasiyorlar, s-4 dalda
oramn sistemine gore, lise
bitirme simavlarma giriyor-
lar. Universite, master oncesi
lisans egitimi 3 vil, dolayisiy-
la son derece agir bir 6grenim
stiresi var. Ama birinci yila
zaten cok ileri bir diizeyde

15
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bashyorlar. Bende, bu duru-
mun gelirdigi bir adaptasyon
zorlugu oldu. 1 yillik bir ha-
zurlik siiresi gecirmis olmama
ragmen. Ingiltere’de  iini-
versiteve girmek icin, o bas-
langic diizeyinin cok viiksek
oldugunu gordiim. Ciinkii biz
Alman Lisesi'nde, 12 dersten
mi, 15 dersten mi tam hatir-
lamyyorum, tarihten, cograf-
yadan, fizikten, matematik-
ten miizige, spora kadar, cok
savidaki dersten sinavlardan
gecerek lise bitirirken, Ingil-
tere’deki sumf arkadaslarim
cok daha erken bir asamada
kararlarim verivorlar ya fen
agirhkl yvahut sosyal bilim-
ler agirlikh, ne yapacaklarsa
ona gore, s-4 dersten, cok
daha ileri bir diizeyde liseyi
bitirip tiniversiteye giriyor-
lar ve cok farkh bir diizeyde
bashyorlardr. Onun getirdigi
zorluklar oldu dogrusu.”

Biilent Eczacibasi, yiiksek lisans
derecesini aldiktan sonra, 1974
yilinda Tiirkiye’ye dondii. Kariye-
rine Eczacibasi Holding’de devam
etme karar aldi. Yaklasik 20 sene
boyunca Eczacibasi Holding’in
cesitli sirketlerinde yonetim go-
revleri iistlendi. Bu siire boyunca
is hayatinda biiyiik etkisi olan ba-
bas1 Nejat Eczacibasi ile beraber
calisma ve kendisinin deneyim,

goriis ve Onerilerinden yararlan-
ma firsati buldu. Kendi ifadesiyle,
babasindan edindigi “kendi ken-
disine saygisi olmayan insanlar-
dan uzak durmak”, “sorumluluk
alabilen insanlar1 aramak”, “ken-
dini gelistirmesini seven insan-
larla calismak”, “karsi goriisleri
dinlemek”, “iilkesinin parlak ge-
lecegine ve potansiyeline inan-
mak” gibi temel ilkeler, is hayati
boyunca yol gostericisi oldu. 1993
yilinda babasi Nejat Eczaciba-
sr'min vefat etmesinden sonra,
bugiin de halen devam ettirmekte
oldugu Eczacibas1 Holding’in Yo-
netim Kurulu Baskanligi gorevini
iistlendi. Biilent Eczacibas1 yone-
timindeki; yap1 tiriinleri, tiikketim
iiriinleri, saglik, dogal kaynaklar,
gayrimenkul, bilgi teknolojileri
ve finans gibi farkh sektorlerde
faaliyet gosteren Eczacibasi Hol-
ding, Tiirkiye’nin en biiyiik ve
onemli sanayi topluluklarindan
biri olmaya devam etti.

Babas1 Nejat Eczacibasrnin Bii-
lent Eczacibasi iizerindeki bir
baska etkisi, son derece Onem
verdigi sosyal sorumluluk kav-
rami konusundadir. Nejat Ecza-
cibasr’nin planladigi ve baslattig
bircok sosyal sorumluluk pro-
jesini devralip uygularken, ayni
zamanda sivil toplum alanin-
da oldukca aktif roller iistlendi.
Bircok sivil toplum kurulusunun
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kuruculugunu ve yoneticiligini
yapli. 1991-1993 yillar1 arasinda
halen onursal baskani oldugu
Tiirk Sanayicileri ve Isadamlari
Dernegi'nin (TUSIAD) Yonetim
Kurulu Baskanligi gorevini icra
etti. 1997-2001 yillar1 arasinda
ise TUSIAD’ da Yiiksek Istisare
Konseyi Bagkanhgi gorevini aldi.
Biilent Eczacibasi ayrica, onursal
baskani oldugu Ila¢ Endiistrisi
Isverenler Sendikasi’nin Yonetim
Kurulu Baskanhgmi 2000-2008
yillar: arasinda yiiriittii.

1961 yilinda babasi Nejat Ecza-
cibagi'min  Tiirkiye'nin  tartig-
ma ortamina konferans, panel
ve yayinlarla katkida bulunmak
amaciyla kurdugu Ekonomik ve
Sosyal Etiidler Konferans Heye-
ti'nin tekrardan yapilandirilmasi
ve yenilenmesinde biiyiik rol oy-
nadi. Bu cercevede, Ekonomik ve
Sosyal Etiidler Konferans Heyeti
1994 yilinda, Tiirkiye Ekonomik
ve Sosyal Etiidler Vakfi (TESEV)
adiyla, bir stratejik arastirma
kurumuna doniistiiriildii. Kendi-
sini bir diisiince kurulusu olarak
tanimlayan TESEV, amaclarimi
bilimsel arastirmalara destek
vermek ve yiiriitmek, bilimsel
bulgular ile politika arasinda bag-
lanti kurmak, bilginin herkesin
erisimine acik ve Ozgiir bir se-
kilde yayilmasimi saglamak ve bu
yolla da toplumda demokrasi ve

uzlasi Kiiltiiriine katkida bulun-
mak olarak ifade eder. Biilent Ec-
zacibasi, kurulusundan itibaren
1997 yilina kadar TESEV” in Kuru-
cu Yonetim Kurulu Baskanligi'ni
yapti. Halen onursal baskani ol-
dugu TESEV, 2017 yilinda Global
Go to Think Tank Index (Kiiresel
Diisiince Kuruluslar1) raporun-
da, diinyanin en iyi 100 diisiince
kurulusu arasinda 77., dis iliskiler
ve toplum iliskileri kategorisinde
diinyanin en iyi 12. ve Tiirkiye'nin
de en iyi kurumu olarak secildi.

Bunlarin yani sira, Biilent Ecza-
cibas1 sanat ve Kkiiltiir hayatina
sagladigi katkilarla tanindi. Hem
ailesinden hem de Alman Lise-
si'nden aldig1 ilhamla, 1973 y1-
linda kurulan ve Istanbul Miizik,
Film, Tiyatro ve Caz festivalleri,
Istanbul Bienali, Istanbul Tasa-
rim Bienali, Leyla Gencer San Ya-
rismasi ve Filmekimi gibi cesitli
etkinlikleri biinyesinde diizen-
leyen Istanbul Kiiltiir Sanat Vak-
fr'nin Yonetim Kurulu Baskanhgi
gorevini, amcasi Sakir Eczaciba-
sr'nin vefatindan sonra 2010 yi-
Iinda devraldi. Halen devam
eltirdigi bu gorevinin yan sira,
babas1 Nejat Eczacibasimin Is-
tanbul’da kalict bir modern sanat
miizesi kurma projesinin haya-
ta gecirilmesinde onciiliik eden
esi Oya Eczacibasinin yaninda
etkin rol aldi. Biilent Eczacibasi
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ayrica, 2004 yilinda kurulan Is-
tanbul Modern Sanat Miizesi'ni
biinyesinde bulunduran ve Yone-
tim Kurulu Baskanligimi esi Oya
Eczacibasrnin yaptgi, Istanbul
Modern Sanat Vakfi'nin Miitevel-
li Heyeti Baskanlhig1 gorevini icra
etmektedir. Sanata ve Kiiltiire
olan ilgisinde ve sanatin degisik
kollarma verdigi katkilarda, ken-
disinin de ifade ettigi gibi, Alman
Lisesindeki egitiminin biiyiik
etkisi bulunmaktadir. Kendi-
si bu durumu, 6gretmenlerinin
diinya ve Tiirkiye sanat tarihi ile
kurdugu iliskiye ve kendisinde
uyandirdiklart meraka baglaya-
rak soyle anlatiyor:

“Alman Lisesi'nde Herr Sch-
neider’in bize yol gosterme-
siyle yaptigimiz calismalar,
geziler, tiim bunlar bende
birlesti ve bir merak uyan-
dirdh. Ayrica sanat tarihi,
diinya sanati, bizim sana-
timizla iliskileri, bizim sa-
natcilarmmzin diinya sanat
tarihi cercevesinde nasil go-
riilmesi  gerektigine iliskin,
bence son derece onemli baz
diisiinceler, tam olarak Al-
man Lisesi yillarim sirasinda
bende belirdi diyemesem de,
0 donemlerde hocalarumz
tarafindan bana aktarild:.
Simdi, mesela bizim modern
sanatvmizin kokleri, koken-

leri cok onemli bir tartisma.
Sanatcilarmuizin - cok  kii-
ciimsenmesine de yol acan
diisiinceler ortava cikar, ‘ca-
mim bunlar taklitci; ‘biz bir-
takim taklitcileri biiyiik sa-
natcr zannedivoruz ama iste
batimn sanatim iic bes adim
geriden taklit ederek, hic oz-
giin bir sey yaratamyyoruz’
gibi  diisiincelerdir bunlar.
Bunlarm ne kadar haksiz ve
bos oldugunu, bu taklitci de-
nen sanatcilarmuzin, diin-
yadaki, batidaki gelismeleri
Tiirkiye'ye taswyarak ashinda
ne kadar biiyiik bir hizmet
yapmis olduklarim,  biiviik
olciide esinlenmis hatta tak-
lit etmis olsalar bile, neleri
Tiirkiye’ye getirmis ve neleri
baslatms olduklarinn bilin-
cine varmak, Alman hoca-
larvmzin bize kazandwrdigi
diisiinceler savesinde gercek-
lesti. ‘Bunlar ashnda cok
biiyiik sanatcilar, cok biiyiik
onciilerdir, bunlarn degerini
bilin, bunlar taklitci degildir,
her iilkede bunlardan vardwr
ve her iilkede, iilkenin kendi
sanatimn kendi svurlary di-
smdaki sanat diinyasiyla bii-
tiinlesmesi, iletisim kurmast,
bu sanatcilar sayesinde olur
gibi diisiinceler, bu biling, bu
gibi sevler iizerine kafa yor-
mak, hep Alman Lisesi yilla-

’
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riin bende biraktigy izler so-
nucudur. Sanata egildigimiz,
sanal konusundaki calisma-
larmuzr genislettigimiz yil-
larda, biitiin bunlardan cok
esinlendim, yararlandim.”

[s hayatina ve sanata yaptig kat-
kilar nedeniyle bircok o0diil alan
Biilent Eczacibasi, 2012 yilinda
kiiresel capta verilen ve en pres-
tijli iy diinyas1 odiilleri arasinda
sayilan Uluslararas: Stevie Odiil-
leri kapsaminda “Yilin Yonetim
Kurulu Baskani” secildi.

Ornek bir aile yasamina sahip
olan Biilent Eczacibasi, iinlii hu-
kuk profesorii Turhan Esener’in
kiz1 Oya (Esener) Eczacibasi ile
1981 yilinda evlendi. 1959 do-
rumlu olan Oya Eczacibasi, Bo-
gazici Universitesi Isletme Bolii-
mii'nden mezun olduktan sonra
University of Leicester’da miize
yoneticiligi yiiksek lisansi yapti.
Hisar Egitim Vakfi, Tiirk Egitim
Goniillilleri Vakfi (TEGEV) gibi
cesitli sivil toplum kuruluslarin-
da yoneticilik gorevinde bulunan
Oya Eczacibasi, 2002-2007 yilla-
rinda Bogazici Universitesi'nde
miize yoneticiligi dalinda 0gre-
tim iiyeligi de yapti. Kaympede-
ri Nejat Eczacibast ile birlikte,
[stanbul'da bir modern sanat
miizesi kurulmasi amacima yo-
nelik calismalara 1980°li yillarmn

sonunda baslayan Oya Eczaci-
basi, Nejat Eczacibasinin 1993’te
vefatindan sonra bu calismalarin
yonetimini iistlendi ve 2004 y1-
Iinda Istanbul Modern Sanat Mii-
zesimin acihsii  gerceklestirdi.
Ingilizce, Almanca ve Fransizca
bilen Oya Eczacibasi, Tiirkiye ile
Fransa arasindaki Kiiltiirel ilis-
kilere yaptig1 katkilardan dolayi,
2011 yilinda Fransa Cumhuriyeti
tarafindan Chevalier dans I'Ordre
National de la Legion d’Honneur
madalyasini aldi. Oya ile Biilent
Eczacibasi ciftinin ogullar1 Emre
Eczacibast 1984 yilinda, kizlari
Esra Eczacibasi da 1989 yilinda
diinyaya geldi. Harvard Universi-
tesi Ekonomi Boliimii'nde lisans,
Columbia Universitesi isletme
Boliimii'nde yiiksek lisans egiti-
mini tamamlayan Emre Eczaci-
basi, Eczacibasi Holding'de yo-
netici olarak caliymaktadir. Esra
Eczacibast da Harvard Universi-
tesinde Ekonomi ve Sanat Tari-
hi lisans egitimi aldiktan sonra,
Eczacibast Holding’de yoneticilik
gorevine baslamistir.

Alman Lisesi yillarinda masa te-
nisi ve yelkencilik ile ugrasan
Biilent Eczacibasi’nin spora olan
ilgisi ileriki yillarda at binme ile
devam etti. Cesitli yarismalara da
katilan Biilent Eczacibasi, at bin-
me sporunu hala hobi olarak siir-
diirmektedir. Biilent Eczaciba-
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s1’'nin spora olan ilgisi, Eczacibasi
Holding tarafindan 1966 yilinda
sosyal sorumluluk cercevesinde
kurulan, yurtici ve yurtdismda
bircok basariya imza atan ve ha-
len kadm voleybolunda aktif olan
Eczacibasi Spor Kuliibii'niin faa-
liyetleriyle destege doniismiistiir.
Bunun yam sira, fotografcilik ve
sanat eseri koleksiyonu gibi ug-
raslar, yogun is hayati elverdigi
olciide Biilent Eczacibasimin ha-
yatinda 6nemli bir yer teskil eder.

Biilent Eczacibasrnin is yasa-
mindaki deneyim ve gozlemlerini
Tiirkiye ile diinyadaki farkh gelis-
meleri ele alarak aktardigi, “Isim
Giictim Budur Benim” isimli kita-
b1 2018 yilinda yayimlanmuistir.

Tiim bu faaliyet alanlari birlik-
te degerlendirildiginde, Alman
Lisesimin Biilent Eczacibasi’nim
is ve sosyal hayatinin en onemli
kose taslarindan birini olustur-
dugu goriiliir. Kendisinin de ifade
ettigi iizere; diizenli ve disiplinli
calisma, sorgulama, arastirma,
dil kullanimina 6zen ve yabanci
dil bilgisi, farkh diisiinceleri ta-
nima ve bunlara acik olma gibi
Alman Lisesi'nde edindigi bircok
ozellik, kariyerinin ve kisisel ya-
saminin temelini olusturur.
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Biilent Eczacibasi

25 Ekim 1949, istanbul
Yiiksek Kimya Miihendisi
Eczacibasi Holding Yonetim Kurulu Baskani

Alman Lisesi 6grenim yillari: 1060-1968

Alman Lisesi sonrasi egitimi:

1968-1972, Imperial College of Science and Technology,
Fizikokimya (lisans)

1972-1974, Massachuselts Institute of Technology (MIT),
Kimya Miihendisligi, (viiksek lisans)

Meslek dis1 calismalar: TUSIAD Onursal Bagkani,

lla¢ Endiistrisi Isverenler Sendikas1 Onursal Baskanu,

Dis Ekonomik Iliskiler Kurulu (DEIK) Onursal Uyesi,

Tiirk Girisim ve Is Diinyas1 Konfederasyonu
(TURKONFED) Onur tiyesi,

Ege Sanayicileri ve Is adamlar1 Dernegi

(ESIAD) Yiiksek Istisare Konseyi Uyesi,

Istanbul Modern Sanat Vakfi'nin Miitevelli Heyeti Baskan,
IKSV (Istanbul Kiiltiir Sanat Vak{i) Yonetim Kurulu Baskani,
TESEV Yiiksek Danisma Kurulu Uyesi

Eserleri: [sim Giiciim Budur Benim: Is Insanimn Yeni Sorumluluklar:
(2018, Yap1 Kredi Yayinlarr)

Yabaneci dil: Almanca, Ingilizce
Esi: Oya Eczacibasi

Esinin meslegi: istanbul Modern Sanat Miizesi
Yonetim Kurulu Baskani

Cocuklari: Emre Eczacibasi, Esra Eczacibasi
Ailesindeki diger Alman Liseliler: Beyhan Eczacibasi (annesi), Faruk
Eczacibas (kardesi)
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Anneannesi Bedia Ergene Mil seiner Grofsmuller With his grandmother Bedia

ve Dedesi Ebubekir Vehbi Bedia Ergene und seinem Ergene and his grandfather

Ergene ile - 1 Ocak 1952 Grofsvater Ebubekir Vehbi Ebubekir Vehbi Ergene -
Ergene - 1. Januar 1952 FJanuary 1, 1952



Babasi Nejat Eczacibast ile
Izmir’e giderken -
14 Subal 1953

Mil seinem Valer Nejal
Eczactbast auf dem Weg nach
Izmir - 14. Februar 1953

With his father Nejat
Eczacibasi on the way lo
Lzmir - February 14. 1953

23



Beyhan ve Biilent Eczacibasi -
1Agustos 1953

Beyhan und Biilent Eczacihast - J '

1. August 1953
oM, ¢

Bevhan and Biilent-Ecza‘czba;z -

August 1, 1953 .l.b.."

-




Annesi Beyhan Eczacibast
ile, Izmir’e giderken -
14 Subat 1953

Mit seiner Mutter Bevhan
Eczactbast auf dem Weg nach
Lzmir - 14. Februar 1953

With his mother Beyhan
Eczacibast, on the way to
Lzmir - February 14, 1953
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Beyhan, Biilent ve Nejat
Eczacibast - 1 Agustos 1954

Bevhan, Biilent und Nejat
Eczacibast - 1. August 1954

Beyhan, Biilent and Nejat
Eczacibast - August 1, 1954



Biilent, Faruk ve Nejat
Eczacibasi - 1 Ocak 1955

Biilent, Faruk und Nejat
Eczactbast - 1. Januar 1955

Biilent, Faruk and Nejat
Eczacibasi - January 1, 1955
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Dedesi Vehbi Ergene ile -
4 Mart 1955

Mit seinem GrofSvater Vehbi
Ergene - 4. Mdrz 1955

With his grandfather Vehbi
Ergene - March 4, 1955

Biilent Eczacibasi,

Faruk Eczacibasi ve

Nejat Eczacibasi, Faruk
Eczacibasinin 5. Yas giinii -
16 May1s 1959

Biilent Eczacthast, Faruk
Eczacthast und Nejat
Eczacthas, 5. Geburtstag
von Faruk Eczacibasi -
16. Mai 1959

Nejat Eczactbast, Faruk
Eczacthast’s 5th birthday -
May 16, 1959



Beyhan Eczacibasi,

Faruk Eczacibasi,

Biilent Eczacibasi ve

Nejal Eczacibasi. Faruk
Eczacibasi'nin 5. Yas Giinii -
16 May1s 1959

Bevhan Eczactbast, Faruk
Eczacibasi, Biilent Eczacibast
und Nejal Eczactbast. 5.
Geburtstag von Faruk
Eczacibast - 16. Mai 1959

Bevhan Eczactbas, Faruk
Eczactbasi, Biilent cthast
and Nejal Eczacibast. Faruk
Eczactbast’s 5th Birthday -
May 16. 1959
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Beyhan Eczacibasi, Biilent Eczacibasi ve
Nejat Eczacibas, Biiyiikdere - 1 Agustos 1960

Bevhan Eczacibasi, Biilent Eczacibast und
Nejat Eczacibas, Biiyiikdere - 1. August 1960

Beyhan Eczacibas, Biilent Eczacibast and
Nejat Eczacibag, Biiyiikdere - August 1, 1960



Kardesi Faruk Eczacibast ile
- 17 Temmuz 1960

Mit seinem Bruder Faruk
Eczactbast - 17. Fuli 1960

With his brother Faruk
Eczactbast - Fuly 17, 1960
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Faruk Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibasi, Nejal Eczacibast
ve Beyhan Eczacibasi,
Amsterdam’da kanal
gezintisinde -

8 Haziran 1966

Faruk Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibasi, Nejat Eczacibast
und Beyhan Eczactbast,
reisen durch den Kanal in
Amsterdam - 8. Juni 1966

F |

Faruk Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibast, Nejal Eczacibast
and Beyvhan Eczactbast,
travel through the canal in
Amsterdam - Fune 8, 1966

Beyhan Eczacibasi,
Nejat Eczacibasi, Faruk
Eczacibasi ve Biilent
Eczacibast - 1 Eyliil 1968

Beyhan Eczacibasi, Nejat
Eczacihasi, Faruk Eczactbast
und Biilent Eczacibast -
September 1, 1968

Bevhan Eczacibast, Nejat
Eczacthasi, Faruk Eczactbast
and Biilent Eczacibast -

1. September 1968




Beyhan Eczacibasi, Bedia
Ergene (Biilent
FEczacibas'nin anneannesi),
Nejal Eczacibasi, Faruk
Fczacibasi ve Biilent
Eczacibasi - 1 Eyliil 1068

Bevhan Eczacibasi, Bedia
Ergene (GrofSmulter von
Biilenl Eczacibast), Nejal
Eczacibasi, Faruk Eczacibast
und Biilent Eczacibast -

1. September 1968

Beyvhan Eczacibast, Bedia
Ergene (Biilent Eczactbast’s

grandmother), Nejat

Eczactbasi, Faruk Eczacibast
and Biilent Eczacibast -
September 1, 1968
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Karl-Heinz Cordes’in
dersinde, Alman Lisesi
- 1968

In der Klasse von Karl-Heinz
Cordes, Deutsche Schule
- 1968

In the class of Karl-Heinz
Cordes, German High School
- 1968

Alman Lisesi, Sinifta
cekilmis bir resim -
Istanbul 1968

Deutsche Schule, Foto aus
dem Unterricht - Istanbul
1968

German High School, Photo
from class - Istanbul 1968



Alman Lisesi, sinifta
cekilmis bir resim -
Istanbul 1968

Deutsche Schule, Foto aus
dem Unlerricht - Istanbul
1968

German High School,
Photo from class - Istanbul
1968
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Robert Schild, Fikret
Sipahioglu, Josef Inselberg,
Selver Mengiisoglu, Selim
Seyhan, Adnan Olcay,
Biirgehan Postalcioglu,
Biilent Eczacibast ve
Fergiin Kesler Tasel,

Goniil Aras Karahanoglu,
Maren Fittschen, Alman
i'nden arkadaslariyla
birlikte Erenko, i
evlerinin bahgesinde - 1968

Robert Schild, Fikret
Sipahioglu, Josef Insclberg,
Selver Mengiisoglu, Selim
Sevhan, Adnan Olcay,
Biirgehan Postalcioglu,
Biilent Eczacthast und
Fergiin Kesler ‘lasel, Goniil
Aras Karahanoglu, Maren
Fittschen, mit seinen

Freunden von der Deutschen

Schule im Garten ihres
Hauses in Erenkoy - 1968

Robert Schild, Fikret
Sipahioglu, Fosef Inselberg,
Selver Mengiisoglu, Selim
Sevhan, Adnan Olcay.
Biirgehan Postalcioglu,
Biilent Eczacibast and
Fergiin Kesler Tasel, Goniil
Aras Karahanoglu, Maren
Fittschen, with his [riends
from German High School, in
the garden of their house in
Erenkoy - 1968




Sinan Ozman, Mchmet
Odekon, Adnan Olcay,
Biilent Eczacibasi, Roberl
Schild Giilay Boyacigiller,
Erol Bahc¢ekapili ve Kemal
Duygu, liyatroda - 1968

Sinan Ozman, Mehmet
Odekon, Adnan Olcay,
Biilent Eczactbasi, Robert
Schild Giilay Boyacigiller,
Erol Bahcekapili ve Kemal
Duygu, im Thealer - 1968

Smuf arkadaslariyla birlikte
Alman Lisesinin
merdivenlerinde - 1968

Mit seinen
Klassenkameraden auf der
‘Treppe der Deutschen Schule
- 1968

With his classmates on the
stairs of the German High
School - 1968

Sinan Ozman, Mehmel
Odekon, Adnan Olcay,

Biilent Eczactbast, Robert
Schild Giilay Boyacigiller,

Erol Bahcekapili ve Kemal
Duygu, in the theater - 1968

37



ya 0grenimi icin Londra’ya
giderken, havaalaninda -
14 Ekim 1968

Auf dem Weg nach London,
um Chemie zu studieren,
am Flughafen - 14. Oktober 1968

On the way to London for
studying chemistry, at the
airport - October 14, 1968



Biilent ve Nejal Eczacibasi,
Biilent Eczacibasi
yiiksekogretim icin
Londra’ya giderken -

17 Eyliil 1068

Biilent und Nejal Eczacibast,
Biilent Eczacthast auf dem
Weg nach London zur
Hochschulbildung -

17. Seplember 1968

Biilent and Nejal Eczactbast,
Biilent Eczactbast on his way
to London for high education
- Seplember 17, 1968
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Arkadaslariyla birlikte

Alman Lisesi’nde fizik
laboratuvarinda - 1968

Mit seinen Freunden im
Physiklabor der Deutschen
Schule - 1968

With his friends in the
Physics Laboratory of
German High School - 1968



Regent’s Park Zoo -
9 Mart 1969

Regent’s Park Zoo -
9. Miirz 1969

Regent’s Park Zoo -
March oth. 1969

Atina’dan Brindisi‘ye araba
vapuru yolculugu -
28 Eyliil 1971

Autoféihre von Athen nach
Brindisi - 28. September 1971

Car ferry ride from Athens
to Brindisi - September
28th, 1971
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International Hall -
Mart 1971

International Hall -
Mrz 1971

International Hall -
March 1971



Akrapol, Atina -
27 Eyliil 1971

Acropolis, Athens -
September 27th, 1971

Akrapolis, Athen -
27. September 1971
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Universite yillar1 - Londra

Universitdtsjahre - London

University years - London

Paris - 1972
Paris - 1972

Paris - 1972



1973 - MIT kampiisiinii
fotograflarken

1973 - Fotografieren des
MIT-Campus

1973 - Photographing the
MIT campus
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MIT - Cambridge,
Massachusetts - 1973

MIT - Cambridge,
Massachusells - 1973

MIT - Cambridge,
Massachusetts - 1973




MIT Laboratuvar -
Nisan 1973

MI'T Labor -
April 1973

MIT Laboratory -

April 1973
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Primus inter pares

Eine weitere historische Arbeit wurde durch die Bemiihungen von Ser-
hat Hacipasalioglu im Rahmen der Feierlichkeiten des 150. Jubiliums der
Deutschen Schule Istanbul vom Verein zum Betrieb der Deutschen Schule
geleistet. Biilent Eczacibast ist es wert, als erster Name fiir die Offentlich-
keitsarbeit des Projekts ausgewihlt zu werden.

Dies sollte bitte nicht missverstanden werden, dass sein Nachname
“Eczacibast” ist. Denn das hat damit nichts zu tun. 1968, dem Jahr des 100.
Jubildums der Deutschen Schule, absolvierte er die Deutsche Schule Istan-
bul mit einer Rekordleistung, die nach wie vor uniibertroffen ist.

Biilent Eczacibast hat sich, wie alle anderen Schiiler an dieser Schule, be-
miiht,eine Person zu werden, die die von der Deutschen Schule vermit-
telten Werte verinnerlicht hat. Er istimmer dem Prinzip gefolgt, das funkti-
onsfihigste Zahnrad der Maschine zu werden, zu der er gehorte. Deutsche
Schule Istanbul fiir Mittel- und Hochschulbildung... Dann England fiir die
Universitit. Ich erinnere mich, als ich einmal von ihm gehort hatte, dass es
das Beste wiire, einen Master- und Doktorgrad aus den USA zu erhalten.
So geschah es, wie er sich zuvor geduBert hatte... Nach seinem Abitur an
der Deutschen Schule setzte er seine Universititsaushildung am Imperial
College in London fort, bevor er seinen Master of Science in Chemical En-
gineering vom Massachusetts Institute of Technology in den USA erhielt.

Deutsches Gymnasium bildet die Basis... Disziplin... Schulung im wissen-
schaftlichen Denken durch dialektische Methoden. Viele Erfolge tragen
seine Unterschrift... Neben seinem Geschiiftsleben hat er ein Buch verof-
fentlicht. . . Er hat sogar ein klassisches Musikorchester dirigiert. An der
Deutschen Schule wird man gelehrt, das funktionelle Teil des Ganzen zu
sein. Dies ist ein gemeinsames Merkmal aller Schiiler der Deutschen Schu-
le, unabhiingig von ihren Nachnamen oder ihrer familifiren Herkunft. Ich
erinnere mich an einen bestimmten Satz aus seinen Interviews: ,Sie sollten
an die Bedeutung der Hochschulbildung glauben. . . aber auch im Gewiss
sein, dass mit dem Abschluss eines Studiums nichts endet. Wenn Sie davon
sprechen, hart zu arbeiten, tun das alle. Was eine Person von den anderen
unterscheidet, ist lediglich die Ausdauer. Bis man sein Ziel erreicht.
Arbeiten, um der erste unter den Gleichen zu werden.

Ein zuverldssiges Funktionsteil der Maschine.

Biilent Eczacibasi ist einer von ihnen.

HALIT KAKINC
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661n der Deutschen Schule wird das Hinterfragen grofsgeschrieben.
Nachzuforschen, zu durchleuchten, nichts von vornherein als gegeben
zu betrachten — darauf kommt es an. Man ldsst die Schiiler Aufsdilze
verfassen, in denen sie das Pro und Contra einer Sache abwdigen und
daraus ihre eigenen Schlussfolgerungen ziechen. Kurzum, diese Schule
will lehren, worauf es wirklich im Leben ankommt. Sie will bei ihren
Schiilern das kritische Denken zur Gewohnheil werden lassen, ja, das
ist eine grofse Errungenschaft. Die Absolventen der Deutschen Schule
lassen sich kaum auf Dogmen und Denkverbote ein. 99
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Biilent Eczacibasi wurde 1949
in Istanbul geboren. Nach der
Grundschule absolvierte er die
Mittel- und Oberstufen der Deut-
schen Schule Istanbul. Auf ein
Studium am Imperial College in
London folgte ein Master-Degree
in Chemie am Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT).
Biilent Eczacibasi iibernahm im
Jahre 1993 den Vorstandsvorsilz
der familieneigenen Eczacibasi
Holding und fiihrt diese Aufgabe
bis heute erfolgreich weiter aus.
Er spricht Deutsch und Englisch.
Er ist mit Oya Eczacibasi verhei-
ratet und hat zwei Kinder, Emre
und Esra.

Biilent Eczacibasi stammt aus
einer bekannten und alteinge-
sessenen Familie der Tiirkei. Sein
GroBvater war Siilleyman Ferit
Bey, der erste muslimische Apo-
theker in der Stadt Izmir.

Nachdem Siileyman Feril Bey
zum Chefapotheker der staatli-
chen Guraba-i-Miislimin-Klinik

ernannt worden war, entschied
er sich gleich nach der Einfiih-
rung der Reform iiber moderne
Nachnamen in der Tiirkischen
Republik fiir den Namen ,Eczaci-
basi“ (Chefapotheker), ein Name,
der spiiter fiir einen der grofiten
und erfolgreichsten Konzerne
des Landes stehen sollte.

Der Vater von Biilent Eczacibasi

ist der in Izmir im Jahre 1913 ge-
borene beriihmte Geschéftsmann
Nejal Eczacibast. Nach einer
Kindheit im kosmopolitischen,
multikulturellen Izmir besuchte
er das Robert College in Istanbul.
Daran schlossen sich Studium
und eine Promotion in Deutsch-
land und in den Vereiniglen Staa-
ten von Amerika an. Nach seiner
Riickkehr in die Heimat begann
er in einem eigenen kleinen La-
bor mit der Herstellung phar-
mazeulischer Produkte, wobei
er auch eine Leidenschaft fiir
Keramik entwickelte. 1952 griin-
dete Nejat Eczacibasi das erste
Pharmaunternechmen der Tiirkei
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und legte somit den Grundstein
fiir den Konzern, welches heute
unter der Leitung seines Sohnes
Biilent Eczacibasi gefiihrt wird.

Die Mutter von Biilent Eczaci-
basi, Beyhan Eczacibasi, gehort
ebenfalls zu einer der angese-
hensten Familien Izmirs an. Thr
Grofvater Rahmi Koken war als
Vertreter der Republikanischen
Volkspartei -vor der Einfiihrung
des Mehrparteiensystems-
wiederholte Male im Parlament
und agierte wihrend der Legis-
laturperiode als Wirtschaftsmi-
nister. Ihr Vater Vehbi Ergene,
Diplomingenieur fiir Metallur-
gie, legte grofen Wert auf den
Fremdsprachenerwerb. Dies war
auch der Grund dafiir, dass sie
die Deutsche Schule Istanbul be-
suchte.

Nach der Heirat von Nejat und
Beyhan Eczacibasi im Jahre 1946
kam Biilent als &ltester Sohn des
Paares am 25. Oktober 1949 in
Istanbul zur Welt. Auch fiir sei-
nen Bildungsweg stellten die El-
tern die Weichen, die ihn dann
an die Deutsche Schule Istanbul
fiihrten. Wie bereits erwihnt,
hatte schon seine Multer dieselbe
Schule besucht und hegte grofie
Sympathien fiir diese pidago-

gische Einrichtung. Der Vater
kannte das deutsche Bildungssys-
tem von seinem eigenen Studi-
um an der Universitit Heidelberg
und seiner erfolgreichen Promo-
tion an der Humboldt Universitit
in Berlin. Nejat Eczacibasi war
davon iiberzeugt, dass es unab-
dingbar sei, Deutsch zu lernen
und das deutsche Bildungssys-
tem zu durchlaufen, wenn man
sich spiter den Naturwissen-
schaften widmen und sich im Be-
reich der Chemie spezialisieren
mochte. Es gab noch ein zweites
Argument, das fiir die Deutsche
Schule Istanbul sprach, nimlich
die Moglichkeit gleichzeitig zwei
Fremdsprachen auf einem hohen
Niveau zu lernen.

Nachdem er die Grundschule On-
dokuzmayis in Sisli abgeschlos-
sen hatte, legte Biilent Eczacibasi
die damalige Aufnahmepriifung
des deutschen Gymnasiums er-
folgreich ab und begann 1960
seine Ausbildung ander Alman
Lisesi. Hier herrschte eine neue
Kultur; er begegnete neuen Ka-
meraden und betrat in jeder
Hinsicht Neuland. Die zu erwar-
tenden Integrationsprobleme
in das deutsche Bildungssystem
riumten seine Lehrer mit ihrer
Jreundschaftlichen und war-
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men” Art aus dem Weg, wie er
sich heute gerne erinnert:

“Nachdem man in der
Grundschule — fiinf  Fahre
lang mit denselben Klassen-
kameraden in einem Raum
gesessen hat, [remdelt man

selbstverstindlich, wenn
man  plotzlich ein  neues
Klassenzimmer in  einem

neuen Gebdaude betritt und
fremden Kindern begegnel.
Eine kurze Anpassungsphase
gilt es schon zu iiberwinden.
Aber ich kann mich nicht an
grofsere Probleme erinnern.
Ich fand in der Schule-wie
alle meine Klassenkamera-
den-wirklich ecine herzliche
Atmosphire vor.  Unsere
deutschen Lehrer und ihre
tiirkischen Kollegen sorglen
fiir eine insgesamt posilive
Einstellung zum Lernen. Ich
denke, dass ich mich, so wie
alle meine Freunde damals,
recht schnell an die Schule
gewohnt habe!”

Biilent  Eczacibasi  bestitigt,
dass die Deutsche Schule Istan-
bul nicht nur eine der ,besten®
sondern auch der hirtesten”
Schulen der Tiirkei ist. Eine er-
folgreiche Lehrsystematik und

die frithe Aneignung deutscher
Grundeigenschaften wie ,Diszi-
plin” und ,,Piinktlichkeit” sorgten
dennoch fiir einen reibungslosen
Ablauf:

“Selbstverstindlich ~ nahm
man den Unlerrichl sehr
ernst; ich denke, dass ist an
jeder Schule der Fall. Das Ab-
itur abzulegen war zu meiner
Zeil obligatorisch und stand
nicht zur Wahl; dies mag an
der Deutschen Schule  fiir
cine zusdtzliche Hirte gesorgl
haben. Es  herrschte wohl
cin anderes Verstindnis von
Disziplin, als es heute vieler-
orts der Fall ist... Traditionell
standen soziale Aktiviliten
clwas im Hintergrund, was
zdhlte, war der regulire Un-
terricht. Das sorgte fiir eine
Atmosphdre, in der sich die
Schiiler vielleicht intensiver
als in anderen Bildungsein-
richtungen um ihre Lernin-
halte kiimmerten. Die Schu-
le versuchte den Schiilern
gleichwohl die als ,lypisch
deutsch’ geltenden Tugenden
und Gewohnheiten wie dis-

zipliniertes  Lernen  oder
piinktliches Erscheinen bei-
subringen.”
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Fiir Biilent Eczacibasi sind jedoch
manch andere Eigenschaften, die
ihm die Deutsche Schule Istanbul
auf den Weg gab, weitaus wert-
voller: ,Ein forschender Blick”
.ein hinterfragender Kopf” und
seine freie Denkweise, fern von
jeder Dogmatik™:

“Wenn es um die Stérken der
Deutschen Schule geht, be-
tont man stets das gleich-
zeitige LErlernen von zwei
Fremdsprachen — oder  die
Aneignung einer perfekten
Arbeitsdisziplin. Diese sind
zweifelsohne  sehr  wichtig.
Wir haben das und haben
davon profitiert. Aber ich
denke da auch an weitere,
vielleicht ~ sogar wichtigere
Tugenden. In der Deutschen
Schule wird das Hinterfragen
grofSgeschrieben.  Nachzu-
forschen, zu durchleuchten,
nichts von vornherein als
richtig zu betrachten — da-
rauf kommt es an. Man ldsst
die Schiiler Aufsdtze verfas-
sen, in denen sie das Pro und
Contra einer Sache abwdi-
gen und daraus ihre eigenen
Schlussfolgerungen  ziehen.
Kurzum, diese Schule will
lehren, worauf es wirklich im
Leben ankommt. Sie @ill bei

ihren Schiilern das kritische
Denken zur Gewohnheit wer-
den lassen, ja, das ist eine
grofle  Errungenschaft. Die
Absolventen der Deutschen
Schule lassen sich kaum auf
Dogmen und Denkverbote
ein. Ehrlich gesagl ist das
die eigentliche Stéirke mei-
ner Schule gewesen. Auch bei
meinen Mitschiilern habe ich
das immer beobachtet. Ich
glaube, dass auch ich diese
Eigenschaften iibernommen
habe. Ich fiihre das grofiten-
teils auf die pidagogische
Herangehensweise an  der
Deutschen Schule zuriick.”

Biilent Eczacibas sollte die Wer-
te, die seine Schule ihm auf den
Weg gab, zu den Grundpfeilern
seines Lebens machen. Diese
verdankt er, wie er selbst betont,
seinen Lehrern. Demnach besal}
die Deutsche Schule Istanbul
sehr gute Lehrkrifte, die wuss-
ten, wie sie ihren Schiilern neue
Horizonte eroffnen:

“Beispielsweise unser Bio-
logielehrer Herr Bohmer. Er
war sehr beliebt. Er hat einen
mafsgeblichen Anteil daran,
dass ich Biologie mochte.
Bevor ich ihn im Unterricht
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hatte war mein Interesse an
diesem Fach eher mittelmd-
Big: Biologie kam fiir mich
erst nach Physik, Chemie
und Mathematik. Das dn-
derte sich mit Herrn Bohmer
schlagartig. Das macht einen
guten Lehrer aus. Inleresse
fiir ein Fachgebiel zu wecken
und die Aufmerksamkeil der
Schiiler zu gewinnen, dazu
hatte Herr Bohmer ein echiles
Talent.”

Die Deutsche Schule Istanbul
bildete so genannte ,Arbeitsge-
meinschaften”, in denen sich die
Schiiler auBerhalb des reguldren
Unterrichts freiwillig auf beson-
dere Interessensgebiete konzen-
trieren konnten:

“Viele meiner Vorliehen ha-
ben sich in meinen Schul-
Jahren mit Hilfe der Lehrer
und ihrer  Unlerstiilzung
herausgebildel. Die Schonen
Kiinste kommen da an erster
Stelle. Wir versammelten uns
aufSerhalh der Schulzeit in
Arbeitsgemeinschaften® und
lernten Dinge, die uns beson-
ders interessierten. Bei diesen
Treffen habe ich von meinen
Lehrern wertvolle Dinge ge-
lernt. Ich habe dadurch neue

Interessen und Perspektiven
gewonnen. Das hingt na-
tiirlich sehr stark von dem
jeweiligen Lehrer ab: Wofiir
interessiert sich das Kind?
Auf welchen Gebieten will es
sich weiler entwickelné Wie
kann ich ihm dabei behilflich
sein? Das haben sich mei-
ne Lehrer an der Deulschen
Schule gefragt und ich denke
das ist immer zu wertschdit-
zen.”

Wihrend seiner gesamten Schul-
zeit war Biilent Eczacibasi ein
sehr erfolgreicher und guter
Schiiler. Ab der Mittelstufe war er
unter den zwei Besten der Klas-
se. Seine Abiturklasse absolvierte
er mit einem Durchschnitt, der
in der Schulgeschichte einmalig
geblieben ist, ndmlich mit der
Hochstnote in allen Féchern.
Trotz seines allgemeinen Erfolges
blieben die Naturwissenschaften,
allen voran Physik und Mathe-
matik, seine Lieblingsficher,
weshalb er sogar eine Zeit lang
an eine akademische Laufbahn in
diesen Gebieten andachte. Auf je-
den Fall hat die Deutsche Schule
Istanbul einen mafgeblichen An-
teil an seinem wachsenden Inte-
resse an den naturwissenschaft-
lichen Fichern gehabt.
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Kunstgeschichte war ein anderes
Fachgebiet, das Biilent Eczaci-
bas1 besonders interessierte. Er
kam ja aus einer Familie, die ak-
tiv an dem Kunstgeschehen des
Landes teilhatte. Sein Vater, der
Geschiftsmann Nejat Eczacibasi,
war ein wichtiger Kunstmiizen,
der die Entwicklung auf verschie-
denen Gebieten der Schonen
Kiinste aufmerksam verfolgte.
Seine Mutter hatte ein Erzihl-
band verfasst, mehrere Werke
iibersetzt und interessierte sich
fiir Literatur. Die Deutsche Schu-
le Istanbul half Biilent Eczacibasi
dabei, das dem familiiren Um-
feld entspringenden Interesse an
Kunst und Kultur zu vertiefen.
Beispielsweise unternahmen die
Schiiler damals regelméifig Tou-
ren in Istanbul und Umgebung.
Auf diesen durch Herrn Schnei-
der gefiihrten Touren fand Biilent
Eczacibasi die Gelegenheit, seine
Geburtsstadt in einem neuen
Blickwinkel zu sehen.

“An den Klassenfahrten nach
Analtolien nahm ich zwar
nicht teil, aber in Istanbul bin
ich oft mitgegangen und habe
dabei sehr viel von meinem
Lehrer, Herrn Schneider, ge-
lernt. Er weckte in mir eine
ganz andere Neugierde auf

Istanbul, den Wunsch, diese
Stadt besser kennenzulernen.
Er war ein sehr belesener und
erfahrener Mensch. Wenn
man die notige Neugier mil-
brachte, konnte man von ihm
so viel lernen. Auch danach
habe ich versucht, Istanbul
weiler zu erkunden. Ich will
damit sagen, dass unsere
Lehrer viel dazu beigetragen
haben, uns einen anderen
Zugang zu unserer eigenen
Kultur zu verschaffen. Wir
sollten lernen, unser eigenes,
wertvolles Erbe zu schiitzen
und auszukosten.  Unsere
Lehrer kannten sich mit den
historischen Stétten Istan-
buls zum ‘Ieil besser aus

als wir selbst, sie waren der
tiirkischen Kultur gegeniiber
offen. Sie wollten ihre Neu-
gier und ihr Wissen mit uns
teilen. Das betrachte ich im
Nachhinein als einen grofSen
Gewinn.”

Ein anderer Aspekt der Deut-
schen Schule war in den Augen
von Biilent Eczacibasi ihre ,frei-
heitliche” Atmosphire.

Werke von einheimischen und
auslindischen Autoren, von
denen manche - wie etwa Karl
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Marx - zu jener Zeit wegen ihrer

Thesen und ideologischen Stand-
punkte nicht ganz ohne Beden-
ken als Schullektiire durchge-
nommen wurden, lernte er auf
der Deutschen Schule kennen:

“Auf der Deutschen Schule
kann man sich keinen Deut-
schunterricht ohne Bertoll
Brecht vorstellen, ja, man
darf sich das nicht vorstellen.
So wie wir Brechl kennen-
lernten, haben wir uns auch,
wenn auch inoffiziell, mit
Nazim Hikmet auseinander-
geselzl und das verdanken
wir furchtlosen Lehrern, die
sich eben keinen Unterricht
in tirkischer Sprache und
Literatur ohne Nazim Hik-
met vorstellen konnten. Ich
erinnere mich genau daran,
wie ein Lehrer uns ermahnte
und sagle: Ich darf euch
swar nicht in Nazim Hikmels
Poesie lehren aber ihr miisst
ihn lesen; ihr konnt keinen
Unterricht in tiirkischer Li-
teratur  absolvieren, ohne
Nazim Hikmet gelesen zu ha-
ben . Das zeugt eben von der
allgemeinen Tendenz in un-
serer Schule, das freie Den-
ken und den forschenden
Geist zu fordern.”

Ja, es gab auch strukturelle Hin-
dernisse wie die Tatsache, dass
die Deutsche Schule Istanbul
nur einen halbtiigigen Unterricht
anbol. Dennoch blickt Biilent
Eczacibast auf viele soziale Ak-
tivitaten zuriick. Schach, Tisch-
tennis und Briefmarkensammeln
waren einige seiner Hobbys. Aus
dieser Zeit stammen auch viele
Freundschaften, die bis heute
andauern. n jener Zeit bestand
die Schiilerschaft der Deutschen
Schule aus Kindern der oberen
Mittelklasse Istanbuls. Die An-
wesenheit sowohl nichtmusli-
mischer als auch muttersprach-
lich deutscher Schiiler sorgte fiir
eine harmonische Vielfalt. Biilent
Eczacibast weist darauf hin, dass
Schiiler unterschiedlicher Her-
kunft problemlos und ohne auf
der Identitit des Anderen he-
rumzuhacken miteinander aus-
kamen und gute Freundschaften
pflegten:

“Ya, wir hatten armenische,
griechische  und  jiidische
Freunde. Ich glaube, sie wa-
ren zahlreicher als heule,
aber dennoch in der Min-
derheit. Was die ethnischen
Wurzeln oder den Glauben
des Einzelnen anging, kiim-
merte dies uns herzlich we-
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nig. Wir nahmen die Unter-
schiede gar nicht wahr! Wir
waren einfach ganz anders
drauf... Ja, es gab auch ei-
nige deutsche Schiiler. Sie
besuchten in jeder Stufe die
A-Klassen. Was ich sagen
will, ist, dass wir gute Bezie-
hungen zueinander hatten.
Ihre Ficher unterschieden
sich geringfiigig von den uns-
rigen, beispielsweise hatlen
sie Latein. Manche fiihiten
sich dem Tiirkischen stdr-
ker zugewandt, ihr Tiirkisch
war besser. Andere sprachen
wiederrum schlechter, aber
es gab keine Anpassungs-
probleme in der Klasse. Wir
waren sehr gul miteinander
befreundet und die Kontakle
tiberdauerten die Schulzeit.”

Biilent Eczacibasi musste das Ab-
itur ablegen, um die Deutsche

Schule Istanbul erfolgreich ab-
schliefen zu konnen. Die Abi-
turpriifungen waren damals, wie
bereits erwihnt, obligatorisch
und auBerdem fiir ihren Schwie-
rigkeitsgrad beriichtigt. Im Ver-
gleich zum anglosichsischen
Bildungssystem, das auf eine
frithe Spezialisierung abuzielt,
sorgte das, so Biilent Eczacibasi,
bei ihm fiir eine ,vielseitige All-

gemeinbildung”. Obwohl er sich
1968 mit dem erfolgreich be-
standenen Abitur ohne weiteres
an einer deutschen Universitit
hitte immatrikulieren konnen,
entschloss er sich auf Anraten
seines Vaters fiir ein englisch-
sprachiges Studium. Er lief} sich
an dem Londoner Imperial Col-
lege of Science and Technology
einschreiben. Weil sein Vater ihm
riet, seine Studienzeit in einer
Metropole der Kunst und Kul-
tur wie London zu verbringen,
entschied er sich trotz eines si-
cheren Studienplatzes an der
University of Cambridge fiir das
Imperial College.

Nach seinem Diplom im Jahre
1972 ging er nach Amerika und
erlangte 1974 an dem Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology
(MIT) seinen Master in Chemie.
Biilent Eczacibasi bemerkt, dass
es nicht unproblematisch ist, mit
einem deutschen Bildungshin-
tergrund im anglosichsischen
Raum zu leben. Aber seine guten
Englischkenntnisse, die er an der
Deutschen Schule erworben hat,
sowie seine Fihigkeit zum diszi-
plinierten Lernen und zum ana-
Iytischen Denken machen die
Hiirden leichter zu iiberbriicken:
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“Ich habe von dem Englisch,
das wir an der Deutschen
Schule gelernt hatten, na-
tiirlich stark profitiert. Mil
nur minimalem  Aufwand
konnte ich mich dem Leben
in Grofhritannien anpassen
und problemlos  studieren.
Die Deutsche Schule Istanbul
hatte mir ein riesiges Kapi-
tal mit auf den Weg gegeben.
Was die Arbeitsdisziplin an-
ging, hatte ich meinen Kom-
militonen einiges voraus.

Ich [fiihite mich regelrecht
tiberlegen. Von Laborarbeil

iiber Notizenmachen bis hin

zum Lernen fiir die Prii-
fungen hatte mir die Deut-
sche Schule Istanbul Fihig-
keiten auf hohem Niveau
beigebracht. In  England
herrscht ein anderes Bil-
dungsverstindnis. Die Schii-
ler legen sich [riih auf be-
stimmte Sachgebicle fest. Sie
machen ihren Schulabschluss
in nur drei oder vier Fichern.
Vor dem Master Degree stu-
diert man nur drei Fahre,
das  Bachelor-Studium ist
dafiir sehr schwer. Aber sie
fangen auch auf einem ho-
hen Niveau an, zu studieren.
Ich habe in dieser Hinsicht

schon  Anpassungsprobleme
gehabt. Obwohl ich zwei Se-
mester lang ein Studienkolleg
durchlief, kam mir das Ni-
veau im ersten Fachsemester
sehr hoch vor. An der Deut-
schen Schule hatten wir in
der Abiturklasse Abschluss-
priifungen in  swolf  oder
fiinfzehn  Fichern ablegen
miissen — Geschichte, Erd-
kunde, Physik, Mathematik,
Musik, Sport und was weifs
ich noch alles. Die Schiiler in
England hatten sich je nach
ihren Berufszielen sehr [riih
auf  Nalurwissenschaften
oder  Sozialwissenschaften
festgelegl und kamen nach
drei oder vier Priifungen mit
cinem weil fortgeschritlenen
Fachwissen zur Universildl.
Das sorgte anfinglich schon
fiir Probleme.”

Biilent Eczacibasi kehrt 1974
mil einem Master Degree in die
Tiirkei zuriick. Er sollte in der
Eczacibast Holding Karriere ma-
chen. Ungefihr zwanzig Jahre
lang hélt er im Konzern verschie-
dene leitende Stellen inne. Sein
Valer Nejat Eczacibasi wird dabei
7zu seinem Lehrmeister; Vater
und Sohn arbeiteten zusammen
und der Jiingere profitierte von
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den Erfahrungen und weisen An-
sichten des Alteren. Grundregeln
wie ,sich von Menschen ohne
Selbstachtung fernzuhalten”,
Lverantwortungsvolle  Mitarbei-
ter einzustellen”, ,mit Menschen
zusammenzuarbeiten, die sich
weiterentwickeln wollen”, ,ent-
gegengesetzte Meinungen zu er-
tragen” oder ,an die Potenziale
und die Zukunft seines Landes zu
glauben”, waren seine Wegweiser.

Als sein Vater im Jahre 1993 ver-
starb, iibernahm er den Vor-
standsvorsilz des Konzerns, den
er bis heute innehat. Der Eczaci-
basi-Konzern betitigt sich heu-
te unter seiner Leitung in den
Feldern der Pharmazie, medizi-
nischer Gerite, Keramik, Finan-
zen, Bergbau und Immobilien
aktiv. Er gehort zu den grofiten
und wichtigsten Industriegrup-
pen des Landes.

Nejal Eczacibasi zeigte seinem
Sohn auch, wie wichtig das Uber-
nehmen sozialer Verantwor-
tungen in der Gesellschaft fiir
die Familie ist. Viele der Projekte
seines Vaters fiihrt heute Biilent
Eczacibasi weiter und spielt eine
aktive Rolle in der Zivilgesell-
schaft. Er griindete und leitete
selbst viele zivilgesellschaftliche

Organisationen. Von 1991 bis 1993
leitete er den Verband Tiirkischer
Industrieller und Geschiftsleute
(TUSIAD), dessen Honorarpriisi-
dent er noch immer ist. Von 1997
bis 2001 war er Vorsitzender des
Hohen Beirats des Verbandes
und von 2000 bis 2008 war Bii-
lent Eczacibasi Vorstandsvorsit-
zender des Arbeitgeberverbandes
der Pharmaindustrie, dessen Eh-
renvorsitzender er blieb. Biilent
Eczacibasi spielte eine wichtige
Rolle bei der Neuausrichtung
des Rates fiir Wirtschaftliche
und Soziale Studien, der, 1961
begriindet durch seinen Vater,
mit Konferenzen, Symposien
und Publikationsreihen zum kul-
turellen Leben des Landes bei-
trug. Der Rat wurde 1994 unter
dem Namen “Tiirkische Stiftung
fiir Wirtschaftliche und Soziale
Studien” (TESEV) in eine strate-
gische Forschungsanstalt umge-
wandelt. TESEV baut eine Briicke
zwischen wissenschaftlicher Ar-
beit und Politik und leistet somit
einen Beitrag zur Demokratie
und zur gesellschaftlichen Kon-
sensfindung bei. Hierzu sollen
wissenschaftliche Forschungen
durchgefiihrt und unterstiitzt
werden, deren Ergebnisse allen
frei zugéinglich gemacht werden.
Biilent Eczacibasi blieb von der
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Griindung bis 1997 Vorstands-
vorsilzender der TESEV. Als ihr
Ehrenvorsiltzender begriiBt er es
sehr, dass die TESEV im Jahre
2017 in dem Global Go to Think
Tank Index unter den 100 besten
Think-Tanks weltweit den 77.
Platz und in der Kategorie ,Aus-
wirtige und Soziale Beziechungen'
den 12. Platz erlangle und zum
besten Institut der Tiirkei gekiirt
wurde.

Der Beitrag, den Biilent Eczaci-
basi zum Kunst- und Kulturleben
leistet, ehrt ihn in ganz besonde-
rer Weise. Inspiriert durch seine
Familie und die Deutsche Schule
Istanbul iibernahm er 2010, nach
dem Tode seines Onkels Sakir
Eczacibasi, den Vorstandsvorsitz
der Istanbuler Stiftung fiir Kultur
und Kunst. Diese 1973 gegriindele
Institution hat so bedeutende
Veranstaltungen und Evenls ins
Leben gerufen, wie die Istanbuler
Festivals fiir Musik, Film, Thea-
ter und Jazzmusik, die Istanbuler
Kunst- und Design-Biennalen,
den  Operngesangswetthewerb
in Memoriam Leyla Gencer und
das Autorenfilmfestival Filme-
kimi. Er unterstiitzte seine Frau
Oya Eczacibasi dabei, den Traum
ihres  Schwiegervaters  Nejat
Eczacibast zu verwirklichen, in

Istanbul ein bleibendes Museum
fiir Moderne Kunst zu griinden.
Er ist Vorsitzender des Kurato-
riums der Stiftung fiir Moderne
Kunst in Istanbul, der Triger des
2004 eroffneten Istanbuler Mu-
seums fiir Moderne Kunst. Das
herausragende Museum wird
von seiner Frau Oya Eczacibasi
geleitet. Sein besonderes Inte-
resse an Kunst und Kultur und
seine tatkriftige Unterstiitzung
der Schonen Kiinste fiihrt Biilent
Eczacibast groBtenteils auf sei-
ne Ausbildung in der Deutschen
Schule zuriick. Der neugierige
Blick seiner deutschen Lehrer
auf die tiirkische Kunstgeschich-
te hiitte ihm einen ganz anderen
Zugang zum eigenen Kulturerbe
verschafft:

“Herr Schneider und seine
Fiihrungen durch Istanbul,
unsere ‘Touren durch die
Stadt  haben bei mir einen
bleibenden  Eindruck —hin-
terlassen.  Die  Geschich-
te der Kunst im globalen
MafSstab und der Platz der
tiirkischen Kunst darin, der
Blick auf unsere einheimi-
schen Kiinstler im Rahmen
wellgeschichtlicher Kriterien
— ich kann nicht behaupten,
dass ich auf diese Fragen be-

61



62

Biilent Eczacibasi

reits als Gymnasiast Anlwor-
ten gefunden hiitte, aber ich
habe sie durch meine Lehrer
damals als Fragestellungen
formulieren  konnen. Die
Wurzeln unserer modernen
Kunst, wo liegen sie? Das ist
cine relevante Diskussion.
Manche blicken auf unse-
re Kumstschaffenden herab.
Es werden Spriiche laut wie
.Sie imitieren doch blofs den
Westen', oder man sagt ,Wir
halten  blofse  Nachahmer
fiir grofSe Kiinstler, aber sie
imitieren doch nur blind die
westliche Kunst und bringen
nichts Authentisches hervor’.
Das stimmt nicht. Gerade
unsere deutschen Lehrer ha-
ben uns gelehrt, dass diese
Behauptungen nichtig und
ungerecht sind, dass viele
unserer vermeintlich  nur
den  Westen nachdffenden
Kiinstler  eigentlich  die
kiinstlerischen ~ Stromungen
der Welt und des Westens in
die Tiirkei hineingetragen
und damit einen duferst
wichtigen Beiltrag zu neuen
Synthesen geleistet haben. In
diesen Kiinstlern grofartige
Schopfer und Vorreiter zu
sehen, ihren Wert zu schdt-
zen, in ihnen keine blofSen

Nachahmer, sondern grenz-
tiberschreitende Geister und
Multiplikatoren zu erkennen,
die es iiberall in der Well gibt
und geben sollte, das ist ein
Bewusstsein, cine Denkweise,
die ich auf meine Ausbildung
in der Deutschen Schule zu-
riickfiihre. In den Fahren, in
denen wir mil unserer Arbeit
auf dem Gebiel der Schonen
Kiinste begannen und diese
vertieften, habe ich davon
sehr profitiert.”

Biilent Eczacibasi hat fiir sein
Wirken im Geschiifts- und Kul-
turleben zahlreiche Wiirdigungen
erhalten, dazu gehort auch seine
Wahl zum “Vorstandsvorsitzen-
den des Jahres” im Rahmen der
global verliehenen und presti-
getrichtigen Stevie Awards im
Jahre 2012.

Privat ist Biilent Eczacibasi seit
1981 mit Oya (Esener) Eczacibasi,
der Tochter des renommierten
Rechtsgelehrten Turhan Esener,
verheiratet. Oya Eczacibasi wur-
de 1959 geboren und studier-
te Betriebswirtschaft an der
Bosporus Universitit in Istanbul.
Sie hat ein Master Degree von der
University of Leicester in Museo-
logie. Neben der Leitung zivilge-



Deutsche Schule Istanbul

sellschaftlicher ~ Organisationen
wie dem Bildungswerk Hisar
oder der Tiirkischen Stiftung der
Freiwilligen Erzieher (TEGEV)
lehrte sie von 2002 bis 2007 das
Fach Museologie an der Bosporus
Universitit. Zusammen mitihrem
Schwiegervater Nejat Eczacibasi
begann sie schon Ende der 8oer
Jahre mit den Vorbereitungen
zur Griindung eines modernen
Kunstmuseums in Istanbul. Nach
dessen Tod im Jahre 1993 fiihrte
sie die Arbeit an dem Muse-
um alleine weiter und erdffnete
2004 das Istanbuler Museum fiir
Moderne Kunst. Oya Eczacibasi
spricht Englisch, Deutsch und
Franzosisch. Als Wiirdigung ihrer
Beitrige zu den tiirkisch-fran-
zosischen  Kulturbezichungen
erhielt sie 2011 den Ehrenorden
“Chevalier dans I'Ordre National
de la Legion d’Honneur” von der
Republik Frankreich. Der Sohn
des Paares, Emre Eczacibasi, kam
im Jahre 1984, die Tochter Esra
fiinf Jahre spéter, 1989, zur Welt.
Emre Eczacibasi arbeitet nach
einem Studium der Wirtschafts-
wissenschaften an der Univer-
sitit Harvard und einem Master
Degree in Betriebswirtschaft an
der University of Columbia in lei-
tender Position im familieneige-
nen Konzern. Auch Esra Eczaci-

bast hat nach ihrem Studium der
Wirtschaftswissenschaften und
Kunstgeschichte an der Universi-
tit Harvard eine leitende Posilion
im Konzern ihres Vaters iiber-
nommen.

Biilent Eczacibasi hat sich bereits
als Schiiler an der Deutschen
Schule fiir Tischtennis und Se-
gelsport begeistert. Spiter ver-
lagerte sich sein Interesse auf
das Reiten, er nahm an verschie-
denen Turnieren teil. Der kon-
zerneigene Sportclub Eczacibasi
hat sich seit sciner Griindung
1966 in der Tiirkei und im Ausland
in verschiedenen Mannschafts-
sporlarten erfolgreich behauptet
und ist heute im Frauenvolley-
ball aktiv. In seiner spirlichen
Freizeit begeistert sich Biilent
Eczacibast fiir Hobbys wie Fo-
tografieren und sammelt Kunst.
Seine Erfahrungen und Beo-
bachtungen im Geschiftsleben
sowie seine Ansichten iiber ver-
schiedene Themen und Probleme
der Tiirkei und der Welt fasste
er in dem Buch . fsim giiciim bu-
dur benim* (Das ist meine Arbeit)
zusammen, das 2018 in Istanbul
erschien.

Kurzum, Biilent  Eczacibasi
schaut in jeder Hinsicht auf ein
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ertragreiches Leben zuriick und
die Deutsche Schule Istanbul bil-
det darin einen der wichtigsten
Meilensteine. Wie er nicht miide
wird zu betonen, vermittelte ihm
die Deutsche Schule Istanbul ne-
ben der Fertigkeit, zwei Fremd-
sprachen auf hohem Niveau fein
und korrekt zu beherrschen, die
Gaben, ordentlich und diszipli-
niert zu arbeiten, alles zu hinter-
fragen, den Dingen stets auf den
Grund zu gehen und fiir jeden
Standpunkt offen zu sein - ein
wertvolles Fundament fiir eine
erfolgreiche Karriere und ein
gliickliches Familienleben.



Deutsche Schule Istanbul

Biilent Eczacibasi

25. Oktober 1949, Istanbul
Chemieingenieur MSc.
Vorstandsvorsitzender der Eczacibasi-Unternehmensgruppe

Jahre auf der Deutschen Schule: 1960-1968

Bildung nach der Deutschen Schule:

1968-1972, Imperial College of Science and Technology,
Physiko-Chemie (Diplom)

1972-1974, Massachuselts Institute of Technology (MIT),
Chemieingenieurwesen (MSc.)

Nicht professionelle Aktivititen: Ehrenvorsitzender

von TUSIAD, Ehrenvorsitzender der Pharmazeutischen
Herstellervereinigung der Tiirkei, Ehrenmitglied des Vorstandes
fiir AuBenwirtschaftsbeziehungen, Ehrenmilglied der tiirkischen
Unternehmens- und Geschiiftskonfoderation, Mitglied des

Hohen Konsultationsrates der Vereinigung der Industriellen und
Unternehmer der Agiis, Vorsitzender des Kuratoriums der Stiftung
Modern Art Museum in Istanbul, Vorsitzender des Verwaltungsrats
der IKSV (Stiftung fiir Kultur und Kunst in Istanbul), Milglied

des Hoher Beirat Vorstandes der Tiirkische Wirtschafts- und
Sozialwissenschaftliche Stiftung

Werke: Das ist meine Arbeit (2018, Yap1 Kredi Publikationen)
Fremdsprachen: Deutsch und Englisch

Ehefrau: Oya Eczacibasi

Beruf der Ehefrau: Vorsitzender des Vorstands des Museums fiir
moderne Kunst in Istanbul

Kinder: Emre Eczacibasi, Esra Eczacibasi

Familienmitglieder, die ebenfalls die Deutsche Schule Istanbul
besucht haben: Beyhan Eczacibasi (Mutter), Faruk Eczacibasi
(Bruder)
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Pinar Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibasi, Deniz

s1ve Nejat
Eczacibast - 23 Eyliil 1978

Pinar Eczacibast, Biilent
Eczacthast, Deniz Eczacibasi,
Bevhan Eczacibast und Nejat
Eczacibasi -

23. September 1978

Pinar Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacihast, Deniz Eczacibast,
Beyhan Eczacibast and
Nejat Eczactbast —
September 23, 1978




Babasi Nejat Eczacibasi ile,
Fabrika Ziyareti -
6 May1s 1981

Mit seinem Vater Nejat
Eczactbasi, Besuch der
Fabrik - 6. Mai 1981

With his father Nejat
Eczacibasi, Factory Visit -
May 6th, 1981
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Oya ile Biilent Eczacibasi'nin diigiin téreni -
25 Aralik 1981

Die Hochzeitszeremonie von Ova und Biilent
Eczacibasi - 25. Dezember 1981

Ova and Biilent Eczacibast’s wedding
ceremony,- December 25, 1981




Oya ile Biilent
Eczacibasinim diigiin
toreni, Bagbakan Biilent

sagdan 2.) ve Vehbi
agdan 4.) -
25 Aralik 1981

Oya ile Biilent

E 1hasi'nin diigiin
toreni, Bashakan Biilent
Ulusu (soldan 1.), Mizat
Ulusu (soldan 4.) ve Calisma
Bakani Prof. Dr. Turhan
Esener (soldan 5) —

25 Aralik 1981

Die Hochzeitszeremonie von
Ova und Biilent Eczacibas,
Premierminister Biilent
Ulusu (5. von rechts), Sakip
Sabanci (2. von rechts) und
Vehbi Kog¢ (4. von rechts), -
25. Dezember 1981

Die Hochzeitszeremonic von
Ova und Biilent Eczacibast,
Premierminister Biilent
Ulusu (1. von links). Mizat
Ulusu (4. von links) und

Arbeitsminister Dr. Turhan

Esener (5. von links) -
25. Dezember 1981

‘The wedding ceremony of
Ova and Biilent Eczactbast,
Prime Minister Biilent Ulusu
(5th from the right), Sakip
Sabanct (2nd from the right)
and Vehbi Ko¢ (4th from the
right) — December 25, 1981

The wedding ceremony of
Ova and Bulent Eczacibasi.
Prime Minister Biilent Ulusu
(1st from left), Mizat Ulusu
(4th from left) and Labor
Minister Turhan Esener (5th
from left) - December 25, 1981
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Esi Oya Eczacibast ve babast
Nejat Eczacibast ile TRT-
1'de yaymlanan Laf Lafi
Acar programi icin Istanbul
Ath Spor Kuliibii'nde
gerceklestirilen cekim
esnasimda - 25 Aralik 1987

Mit seiner Ehefrau und
seinem Valer, wihrend der
Dreharbeiten in Istanbul Ath
Sport Club fiir das Programm
Laf Lafi Acar, das auf TRT-1
verdffentlicht wurde -

25. Dezember 1987

With his wife Ova Eczacthast
and his father Nejat
Eczacibasi, during the
shooting in the Istanbul

Atl Sports Club for the
program Laf Lafi Acar, which
was published on TRT-1 -
December 25, 1987



Biilent Eczacibasi,
at binerken -
20 Nisan 1988

Biilent Eczacthast,
beim Reiten -
30. April 1988

Biilent Eczacibas,
riding a horse -
April 30, 1988

Biilent Eczacibasi, at Biilent Eczacthast, beim Biilent Eczacibast, riding a
binerken -20 Nisan 1988 Reiten - 30. April 1988 horse - April 30, 1988
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Beyhan ve Nejat
Eczacibasrnm evlerinde
vermis olduklar davet.
Soldan Saga: Biilent
Eczacibasi, Oya Eczacibasi,
Nejat Ferit Eczacibasi,
Beyhan Eczacibasi,

Fiisun Eczacibasi, Faruk
Eczacibast -

18 Temmuz 1990

Ein ‘Treffen von Bevhan

und Nejat Eczactbast im
cigenen Heim. Von links nach
rechts: Biilent Eczacibas,
Ova Eczacibast, Nejat

Ferit Eczactbast, Bevhan
Eczacthagy, Fiisun Eczacthast
und Faruk Eczactbasi -

18. Juli 1990

An invitation by Bevhan
and Nejat Eczactbast in their
homes. From left to right:
Biilent Eczactbast, Ova
Eczacibas
Eczacibast, Beyhan
Eczaciha n Eczacibast
and Faruk Eczacthast —
Fuly 18, 1990




Nejat Eczactbast, Beyhan
Eczacibasi ve Biilent
Eczacibasi, Modern
Sanatlar Miizesi Feshane
binast - 1 Subat 1991

Nejat Eczacibasi, Bevhan
Eczacthast und Biilent
Eczacthasi, Feshane-Museum
fiir moderne Kunst -

1. Februar 1991

Nejat Eczacibast, Beyhan
Eczacthas and Biilent
Eczacthasi, Museum of
Modern Art Feshane Building
— February 1, 1991
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Beyhan ile Nejat Ferit
Eczacibaginim evliliklerinin
50. yildoniimiinde ¢ekilmis
aile fotografi. Arka Sira
Soldan: Pmar Eczacibast,
Deniz Eczacibasi, Faruk
Eczacibas, Biilent
Eczacibasi, Fiisun
Eczacibasi, Harun Giiran,
Haluk Eczacibast. Orta Sira
Soldan: Melih E 1hasi,
Nazan Eczacibasi,

Fiisun Eczacibast, Sinan
Eczacibasi, Beyhan
Eczacibasi, Nejat Ferit
Eczacibasi, Sakir

cibasi, Tiirkan

cibasi, Kemal

cibasi, Renin
Eczacibasi, Zerrin
Eczacibasi, Oya Eczacibasi,
Niiket Eczacibast. On Sira
Cocuklar Soldan: Melih
zacibasi,
Emre Eczacibast, Ali Atalik
-10cak 1992

Ein Familienfoto, das mit
Bevhan und Nejat Ferit
Eczacthast zum s0. Jahrestag
ihrer Hochzeit aufgenommen
wurde. Hintere Reihe von
links: Pimar Eczacibasi,
Deniz Eczacthasi, Faruk
Eczacibasy, Biilent
Eczacibasy, Fiisun Eczacibasi,
Harun Giiran, Haluk
Eczacthast. Orta Swra Soldan:
Melih Eczacibasi, Nazan
Eczacibasy, Fiisun Eczacibasi,
Sinan Eczacibast, Bevhan
Eczacibast. Nejat Ferit
Eczacibasy, Sakir Eczacibasi,
Tiirkan Eczacibasi, Kemal
Eczacibast, Renin Eczactbasi,
Zerrin Eczacthast, Oya
Eczacibhasi, Niiket Eczacibas.
Vordere Reihe: Melih Egemen,
Esra Eczacthasi, Emre
Eczacibast, Ali Atalik -

1. Januar 1992

A family photo taken with
Beyvhan and Nejat Ferit
Eczacibast on the s0th

anniv » of their
marriage. Rear Row From
Left: Pinar Eczacibasi, Deniz
Eczacthasi, Faruk Eczacibasi,
Biilent Eczacibag, Fiisun
Eczacibast, Harun Giiran,
Haluk Eczactbasi. Orta Sira
Soldan: Melih Eczacibas,
Nazan Eczacibasi, Fiisun
Eczacibast, Sinan
Bevhan Eczacibas.
Ferit Eczactbasi, Sakir
Eczacthasy, Tiirkan

Niiket Eczacibasi. On Swra
Cocuklar Soldan: Melih
Egemen, Esra Eczacibast,
Emre Eczacibast, Ali Atalik-
January 1, 1992

1
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Biilent Eczacibasi, Emre
Eczacibasi, Oya Eczacibast
ve Esra Eczacibasi,

Nejat Ferit ile Beyhan
Eczacibasi'nin evliliklerinin
50. yildoniimii - 1 Ocak 1992

Biilent Eczactbasi, Emre
Eczacibasi, Oya Eczacibast
und Esra Eczactbast, 50.
Hochzeitstag von Nejat Ferit
und Beyhan Eczactbasi -

1. Januar 1992

Biilent Eczacibasi, Emre
Eczacibasi, Oyva Eczacibast
and Esra Eczacibasi, 50th

Anniversary of the Marriage

of Nejat Ferit and Beyhan
Eczacibast - January 1, 1992



Babasi Nejat Eczacibas
“Avusturya Cumhur
Hizmetlerinden” otiirii
Biiyiik Giimiis Onur Nigani
odiiliiniin takdim toreni -
27 May1s 1992

Mit seinem Vater Nejat
Eczacibasi, Nejat Eczacibast,
der Griinder der Eczacibasi-
Gruppe, Verleihung der
“Silbermedaille der Ehre”
fiir seine Verdienste von der
Republik Osterreich -

27. Mai 1992

Award ceremony of his father
Nejat Eczacibasi, “Silver
Medal of Honor” for his
services to the Republic of
Austria - May 27, 1992

Genel Bagkani oldugu
TUSIAD’In Genel Kurul
Toplantr'smda -

21 Ocak 1993

Als Vorsitzender von
TUSIAD, bei einer
Generalversammlung von
TUSIAD - 21. Januar 1993

The Chairman of TUSIAD, at

TUSIAD’s General Assembly
- January 21, 1993
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Qualceram Yonetim Kurulu
Baskani John Q'Loughlin,
Irlanda Cumhuriyeti
Basbakan Yardimcist
Harney ve Biilent
Eczacibasi, E: 1hasi Karo
Seramik A.S. ile Irlandalt
Qualceram PLC arasindaki
ortaklik anlagmasi imza
toreni - Temmuz 1998

John 9 Loughlin,
Vorsitzender von Qualceram,
die stellvertretende
Ministerprdsidentin

der Republik Irland,

Mary Harney und

Biilent Eczacthas, die
Unterzeichnung des
Partnerschaftsabkommens
zwischen der irischen

und Qualceram PLC und
Eczacihast Karo Ceramic Inc.
— Juli 1998

Qualceram Chairman John
9’Loughlin, Deputy Prime
Minister of the Republic

of Ireland Mary Harney

und Biilent Eczacibasi, the
signing of the partnership
agreement between Irish
Qualceram PLC and
Eczacibasy Karo Ceramic Inc.
— July 1998



Avrupa Kalite Odiillerinde
Biiyiik Olcekli Isletmeler
Kategorisinde Basar1 Odiilii
alan Avrupanim ilk seramik
saglik gerecleri tireticisi

28 Eylul 2000

Europas erster keramischer
Sanitdrwarenhersteller, der
bei den European Quality
Awards mit dem Achievement
Award in der Kategorie Large
Scale Business ausgczezchnet
wurde, im Boziiy
28. September 2000

Europe’s first ceramic
sanitaryware manufacturer
to receive the Achicvement
Award in the Large Scale
Business category, at

the Bozuyuk Factory —
September 28, 2000

Biilent Eczacibast ve Burhan
Dogancay, Retrospektif
Sergisi - 6 Nisan 2001

Biilent Eczacthast und
Burhan Dogangay,
Retrospektif-Ausstellung -
6. April 2001

Biilent Eczacthast and
Burhan Dogan,
Retrospeklif E. 1/11/)1[1(111 -
April 6, 2001
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Eczacibasi Toplulugu'nun 60. Kurulusg
Yildoniimii nedeniyle verilen davet, Liitfii
Kirdar Kongre ve Sergi Sarayi - 17 Eyliil 2002

Die Einladung zum 60-jihrigen Bestehen der
Eczacthasi-Gruppe im Liitfii Kirdar Messe-
und Ausstellungszentrum —

17. September 2002

‘The invitation for the 60th Anniversary of
Eczacthast Group, Liitfii Kirdar Convention
and Exhibition Center — September 17, 2002



Biilent Eczacibasi, Rahmi
Koc ve Tuna Kopriilii,
Eczacibasi Toplulugu'nun
60. Kurulus Yildontimii
nedeniyle verilen davet,
Liitfii Kirdar Kongre ve
Sergi Saray1 - 17 Eyliil 2002

Biilent Eczacibasi, Rahmi
Koc¢ ve Tuna Kopriili,

bei der Einladung zum
60-jdhrigen Bestehen der
Eczactbast Gruppe im
Liitfii Kwrdar Messe- und

Ausstellungszentrum —

17. September 2002

Biilent Eczacibasi ve

Sakip Sabanci, Eczacibast
Toplulugunun 6o. Kurulug
Yild6niimii nedeniyle
verilen davet, Liitfii Kirdar
Kongre ve Sergi Saray1 -

17 Eyliil 2002

Biilent Eczacthast und Sakip
Sabancz, bei der Einladung
zum 60-jihrigen Bestehen
der Eczacibasi-Gruppe im
Liitfii Kwrdar Messe- und
Ausstellungszentrum —

17. September 2002

Biilent Eczacthast und Sakip
Sabanct, bei der Einladung
zum 6o-jihrigen Bestehen
der Eczacibasi-Gruppe im
Liitfii Kwdar Messe- und
Ausstellungszentrum —

17. September 2002

Biilent Eczacthasi, Rahmi
Koc ve Tuna Kopriilii, The
invitation for the 6oth
Anniversary of Eczacibas
Group, Liitfii Kirdar
Convention and Exhibition
Center — September 17, 2002
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Biilent Eczacibasi, Esra
Eczacibasi, Emre Eczacibast
ve Oya Eczacibasi, Esra
Eczacibasrnin Robert
Kolej'den mezuniyeti,

23 Haziran 2007

Biilent Eczactbasi, Esra
Eeczacibasi, Emre Eczacibast
und Oya Eczacibast,
Abschlussfeier der Esra
Eczacthast an der Robert
College, - 23. Tuni 2007

Biilent Eczacthasi, Esra
Eczacthast, Emre Eczactbast
and Oya Eczacibasi, Esra
Eczacthast’s gra
Robert College, -
FJune 23, 2007




Esi Oya Eczacibast ile,
Ingiltere Kralicesi II.
Elizabeth'in Istanbul
ziyareti sirasinda gemisinde
verdigi davet -

15 May1s 2008

Ova und Biilent Eczacibast,
Eine Einladung von Queen
Elizabeth 11 auf ihrem Schiff
wdhrend ihres Besuchs in
Istanbul - 15. Mai 2008

With his wife Oyva Eczacibas,
an invitation from Queen
Elizabeth IT on her ship
during her visit to Istanbul -
May 15, 2008
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Borusan Istanbul Filarmoni Borusan Istanbul Borusan Istanbul
Orkestrasi - 12 Kasim 2008 Philharmonisches Orchester - Philharmonic Orchestra -
12. November 2008 November 12, 2008



Biilent Eczacibasi,
Esra Eczacibasi ve

Oya Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibasi'nin ofisinde
yapilan Eczacibasi Yilbast
Kokteyli - 26 Aralik 2008

Biilent Eczacibasi, Esra
Eczacthast und Oya

zactbast, Eczacibast
Silvestercocktail im Biiro von
Biilent Eczacibasi -

26. Dezember 2008

=

Biilent Eczacthasi, Esra
Eczacibast and Oya
Eczacibagi, Eczacibagt
Christmas cocktail in the
office of Biilent Eczacthast -
December 26, 2008

8
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Biilent Eczacibas, at binerken - 30 Mart 2009

Biilent Eczacibasi, beim Reiten - 30. Mdrz 2009

Biilent Eczactbas, riding a horse —
March 30, 2009



Biilent Eczacibasi,
at binerken -
30 Mart 2009

Biilent Eczacibas,
beim Reiten -
30. Miirz 2009

Biilent Eczactbasi,
riding a horse —
March 30, 2009
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Bakan Nimet Cubukcu,
Biilent Eczacibasi,

Bilecik Pazaryeri

Okulu Ogretmenleri ve
Ogrencileri ile, Eczacibast
Hijyen Projesi icin Milli
Egitim Bakanhg ile ishirligi
prolokolii imza Loreninde -
8 Ocak 2010

Ministerin Nimel Cubukcu,
Biilent Eczacthasi, Lehrer
und Schiiler von Bilecik
Pazaryeri Grundschule,
Protokoll zur
Zusammenarbeit mit dem
Ministerium fiir

Nationale Bildung im
Rahmen des Hygieneprojekls
Eczacthast —

8. January 2010

Minister Nimel Cubukcu,
Biilent Eczacibasi, ‘leachers
and Students of Bilecik
Pazarvyeri School,
Collaboration protocol with
the Ministry of National
Education within the scope
of the Eczacibasi Hygiene
Project — Fanuary 8, 2010



Gelenekten Cagdasa
sergisinin acilist -
16 Subat 2010

Eroffnung der Ausstellung
“Gelenckten Cagdasa”
(Aus Tradition zum
Zeitgendssischen) —

16. Februar 2010

Opening of the exhibition
“Gelenckten Cagdasa”
(From Tradition to the
Contemporary) -
February 16, 2010

Esi Ova Eczacibast ile,
Topluluk iist diizey
yoneticilerine ve eslerine
verdikleri yemekte -

20 Haziran 2011

Ova und Biilent Eczactbasi,
Abendessenorganisation mit
den Gemeindeleitern und
ihren Ehepartnern —

20. Juni 2011

With his wife Ova Eczacibas,

At their dinner organisation
with the community

leaders and their spouses -
June 20, 2011
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Emre Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibasi ve Esra
Eczacibasi miizenin

gilizel sanatlar alanindaki
faaliyetlerine ve egitim
projelerine destek saglamak
amaciyla diizenlenen “Gala
Modern” gecesi, Istanbul
Modern’in 8. Kurulus
Yildoniimii -

22 Aralik 2012

Emre Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibast und Esra
Eczacibast, “Gala Modern”
Abend, die organisiert
wird, um die Aktivititen
und Bildungsprojekte des
Museums zu unterstiilzen,
8. Jubiliium von Istanbul
Modern —

22. Dezember 2012

Emre Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibast and Esra
Eczacibast, “Gala Modern”
Night, organized to support
the museum’s activities and
educational projects, Sth
anniversary of Istanbul
Modern -

December 22, 2012



Capital Dergisi’nin verdigi
“Gonlii Zengin Is Insanlar1”
ozel odiilii toreninde-

19 Aralik 2013

Bei der Zeremonie

der “Gonlii Zengin Is
Insanlar” (GroBziigiger
Geschdftsperson)
Sonderpreisverleihung vom
Capital Magazine -

19. Dezember 2013

i

1.:|;

Al the Ceremony of the
“Gomlii Zengin Is Insanlart”
(Generous Business Person)
Special Award from Capital
Magazine -

December 19, 2013

Legion d’Honneur 6diiliinii
alirken - 11 Kasim 2014

Erhdlt eine Auszeichnung
von der Legion d'Honneur -
11. November 2014

Receives the Legion
d’Honneur award -
11 November 2014
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Kardesi Faruk Eczacibasi Mit seinem Bruder

ile, Eczacibasi Kadin Faruk Eczacibasi,

Voleybol Takimi Diinya Eczacibast Volleyhall-
Kuliipler Voleybol Frauenmannschaft
Sampiyonasini gewinnt die Weltmeisterschaft
kazandiginda - — 10. Mai 2015

10 May1s 2015

With his brother Faruk
Eczacibasi. . Eczacibas
vollevball women’s team
wins volleyball world
championship —

May 10, 2015



Cumhurbaskani Recep
Tayyip Erdogan ile, Tiirk
Patent Odiilleri Téreni -
20 Nisan 2016

Eczacibast Konzern
Vorstandsvorsitzender
Biilent Eczacthast und
Priisident Recep ‘layyip
Erdogan, Preisverleihung der
tiirkischen Patentpreise -

20. April 2016

With President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, Turkish Patent
Awards Ceremony -

April 20, 2016

Esra Eczacibasi, Emre
Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibasi ve Oya
Eczacibasi, Biilent
Eczacibasimin Dogum Giini
Kutlamasi - 25 Ekim 2016.

Esra Eczacibasi, Emre
Eczacthasi, Biilent Eczacthast
ve Oya Eczactbas,
Geburtstagsfeier von Biilent
Eczacibagi -

25. Oktober 2016.

Esra Eczacibasi, Emre

. Biilent Eczacthast
cihasi, Biilent
Eczacibasi’s Birthday
Celebration -

October 25, 2016.

93



94

Biilent Eczacibasi

L TR IR R |

R TR T E PR E Y R Y I R |

(I PP

N R LN
A el o1t

Gt

REFERANS

25.10.1949°da Istanbul’da d()g':an Biilent
zacibasi, Haziran 1968'de Istanbul Alman
Lisesi'nin olgunluk siavini ge¢mis ve 72
mezun arasindan okul birincisi olmustur.
Biilent Eczacibast, izl ve ¢ok yonlii gozlem
ve kavrayis giiciiyle 6ne ¢ikmaktadir.
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Olgunluk siavinda 12 bilimsel dersten
onundan en yiiksek notu almasi, boliim
hocalarmin degerlendirmesine gore
bilimsel bir kariyer icin uygun goriilen
olaganiistii kuramsal yeteneginin
zenginligini gostermektedir.

Derslerini her zaman yogun bir dikkatle
izlemistir. Berrak bir mantiga dayanan




LT ] PP | 1 i i
b
IETRITERIIT==" i ; ke
b I
N i
(k ,1:. R
‘\I"fl- r""

tutarl diisiince yapisi sayesinde saglam
temelli yargilara ulasmaktadir.
Almancay1 neredeyse aksansiz, akici ve
bityiik bir yetkinlikle konugsmaktadir.
istanbul Alman Lisesi'nde edindigi
Almanca bilgisini Almanya’ya ¢cok sayida
vaptig1 gezilerle genisletmistir. Almanca
konusundaki yetkin
andan itibaren Almanya’'da dersleri
zorlanmadan takip edebilecek, tartismalara
ve uygulamalara aktif olarak kdtlldcak
durumda olacaktir. Ayni sey g
ve Biiyiik Britanya’daki tiniversite egitiminin
on kosullart icin de sdylenebilir.

Insan olarak, miitevazi ve temkinli bir

yapiya sahiptir. Her tiirlii kibirden uzaktir.
Okuldaki arkadaslari dinlerken ve
yardimer olmak amaciyla aciklamalarda
bulunurken sabirli ve anlayishdir.

1967 yilinda ¢aliskanhgimin 6diilii olarak
Federal Almanya Cumhuriyeti'nde alti
hafta kalmaya hak kazanmstir. 1968°deki
olgunluk siavindan sonra Federal
Almanya Cumhuriyeti'nde tiniversite bursu
kazannmustir. Her iki durumda da imkanlar
daha az olan simif arkadaslarmm lehine bu
haklarmdan feragat etmistir.

Heinz Anstock
Lise Miidiirii 95



Biilent Eczacibasi

Biography
Istanbul, January 2019

©German High School Istanbul

Project:

Production:

Content:

Project Team:

Biography:

Design:
Printing House:

Photographs:

German High
School Istanbul:

Serhat Hacipasalioglu

End Productions

History Foundation

Project Managers: Project Coordinator:
Esra Balcl, Ismet Akca Ali Yal¢in Goymen

Oral History and Author:  Editor:
Baran Alp Uncu Siireyya Algiil

Studioka
Karakter Color Matbaasi
Personal archive of Biilent Eczacibast

All photographs contained in the book are copyrighted by
Biilent Eczacibasi. Can not be used without permission.

‘This book was prepared by the German High School
Administration Association as an archive research within the
[ramework of the 150th Anniversary of the school.

We would like to thank Biilent Eczacibast for his support.

Sahkulu Mahallesi, Sahkulu Bostani Sok.
No:10 Istanbul - Tiirkiye

51390 / 91 Fax: +90 (212) 252 22 10
istanbul.net

Tel: +90 (212)
E-Mail: info@




Primus inter pares

Another historic work has been done through the efforts of Serhat
Hacipasalioglu within the scope of the 150th Anniversary of German
High School Istanbul, organized by the school’s Administrative Associa-
tion. And Biilent Eczacibasi has been deemed worthy to be chosen as the
first name for the publicity of the project.

Let no one misconstrue this.

Let no one think that this is “because his surname is Eczacibasi.” For
thishas nothing to do with it.

He graduated from the German High School in 1968, the year that
marked the 100th anniversary of the German High School, with a record
achievement that still remains unsurpassed.

Just like all other students of this school, Biilent Eczacibasi has striven
to become a person who has internalized the values imparted by the
German High School. He has always followed the principle of becoming
the most functional cogwheel of the machinery that he was a part of.
He was our elder brother.

German High School for middle and high school education. . .Then En-
gland for university. I remember once hearing from him that receiving
one’s master’s and doctoral degrees from the USA would be the best. And
he did what he said. . .After graduating from the German High School, he
continued his university education at Imperial College in London, before
receiving his MSc. in Chemical Engineering from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in the U.S. German High school forming the ba-
sis. .

. Discipline. .. Schooling in scientific thinking by using dialectical meth-
ods.

So many achievements bear his signature. . .

Apart from his business life, he has published a book. . . He has even
conducted a classical music orchestra.

At the German High School, one is taught to be the functional piece of
the whole.

This is a common trait of all students of the German High School, no
matter what their surnames or what their family backgrounds are.
Iremember one particular sentence from his interviews:

“You will believe in the importance of high-level education. . . But you
will also know that nothing ends with the completion of a degree. . .

If you talk about working hard, everyone does that. What distinguishes
one person from another is perseverance. Until one reaches one’s goal.”
Working towards becoming the first one among the equals.

Ein zuverlissiges Funktionsteil der Maschine.

Biilent Eczacibasi is one of them.

HALIT KAKINC

o7 I



661n German High School a questioning mind is prioritized; investi-
gating, questioning, never assuming anything in advance, writing
compositions involving thesis and antithesis, and appreciating
these as methods to reach a conclusion, teaching how to do that; I
think these habits are the achievements that really matter. There-
fore, among the graduates of the German High School, you do not
encounter many who give credit to dogmas or rigid opinions. 99
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Biilent Eczacibasi was born in
1949, in Istanbul. He completed
secondary education at the Ger-
man High School. Having grad-
uated from Imperial College in
London, he received his MSc. in
chemistry from Massachusetts
Institute of Technology (MIT). In
1993, Biilent Eczacibasi assumed
responsibility as Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Ec-
zacibast Group, a position that
he still holds. He speaks German
and English. Biilent Eczacibasi
is married to Oya Eczacibasi,
and the couple has two children,
named Emre and Esra.

Biilent Eczacibasi is from one of

the best-known and established

families in Turkey. His grand-
father was Siileyman Ferit Bey,
the first Muslim pharmacist in
[zmir. Having attained the posi-
tion of head pharmacist at Gu-
raba-i Miislimin Hospital where
he worked, he was inspired to
adopt the surname of Eczacibasi
(meaning “head pharmacist”) af-

ter the passing of the surname
law, which would also become
the name of one of the biggest
and most successful groups of
companies in Turkey. Biilent Ec-
zacibasr’s father was the famous
businessman Nejat Eczacibas,
who was born in 1913 in Izmir.
Nejal Eczacibasi grew up in the
cosmopolitan and multicultural
environment of Izmir, gradu-
ated from Robert College, and
then received his master’s and
doctoral degrees in the USA,
before returning to Turkey. Ne-
jat Eczacibasi started producing
medicinal products as well as
ceramics at a small laboratory
he created on his own before he
established the first pharmaceu-
tical plant in Turkey in 1952. Thus,
Nejal Eczacibasi laid the founda-
tions of Eczacibasi, which is now
led by Biilent Eczacibasi. Biilent
Eczacibasi’ s mother Beyhan Ec-
zacibagl is also from an estab-
lished Izmir family. Her grandfa-
ther was Rahmi Koken, who was
elected several times during the

00 I
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single party period as izmir dep-
uty and also served as the Minis-
ter of Economy for a term. Biilent
Eczacibasr’s mother entered and
graduated from the German High
School under the influence of her
father Vehbi Ergene, Mining En-
gineer, MSc., who attached great
importance to foreign language
education.

Biilent Eczacibasi was born on
25th of October 1949 as the oldest
son of Nejat and Beyhan Ec-
zacibasi, who married in 1946.
Biilent Eczacibasi spent his child-
hood in Istanbul; and his family
played a major role in his attend-
ing the German High School. His
mother Beyhan Eczacibasi was a
graduate of the same school, so
there was a family history with
the German High School. Fur-
thermore,

Nejat Eczacibasi, who studied at
Heidelberg University and com-
pleted his doctoral degree at Ber-
lin University, was very familiar
with the German tradition. For
him, in order to be interested in
science, particularly chemistry,
one had to learn German and be
trained in the German tradition.
Another thing that influenced his
decision was that the German
High School provided an oppor-

tunity for effective learning of
two foreign languages.

Completing his primary educa-
tion at Sisli Ondokuzmayis Pri-
mary School, Biilent Eczacibasi
achieved a high score in the
entrance exam and started his
education at the German High
School in 1960. Finding himself in
a culture different from primary
school, among different friends
and in a new place, Biilent Ec-
zacibasi remembers how he eas-
ily overcame the potential diffi-
culties of adaptation during the
first days of school, thanks to the
“warm” attitudes of his teachers:

“After altending primary
school with the same friends

for 5 years, starting in a new

class with different friends in
another place and in a differ-
ent building certainly created
a feeling of alienation. There
was a short period of adap-
tation, but I cannot say that
it was a very hard experi-
ence. I found a very cozy en-
vironment with my [riends.
Our German teachers, and
Turkish teachers alike, they
all warmed our hearts; and
1 think that I adapted myself
quickly just like my friends!”



German High School Istanbul

Agreeing that the German School
is not only “one of the best”
but also “one of the hardest”
schools in Turkey, Biilent Ec-
zacibasi thinks the educational
atmosphere in the German High
School prioritized the cours-
es, but this challenge could be
overcome since the school also
equipped the students with some
qualities like being “disciplined”
and “punctual,” which are essen-
tial to German culture:

“The courses were certain-
ly taken seriously, as in all
schools I'm sure. Doing Abi-
tur was mandatory then; il
was not optional, and I think
this might have been an extra
burden related to the German
High School... Perhaps there
was a different understa ding
of discipline... There was a
habit, a custom of courses
being more important while
social aclivities remaining
secondary, which might have
crealed an atmosphere that
compelled students lo focus
harder on courses. I mean, in
the German High school, they
strove to impart us habits like
studying meticulously, being
punctual, etc., such qualities
that are usually associated

with German culture.”

However, Biilent Eczacibasi
thinks there were far more im-
portant qualities that he acquired
at the school, such as “a tendency
to research”, “questioning” and
“undogmatic thinking™:

Actually, when people talk
about the strengths of the
German High School, they
usually emphasize the op-
portunity lo learn two for-
eign languages, acquiring
work  discipline; and these
are certainly true, and we
experienced these we expe-
rienced these and benefitted
from them. But I think there
are still some more important
qualities about the school. In
German High School a ques-
tioning mind is prioritized;
investigating,  questioning,
never assuming anything in
advance, wriling composi-
tions involving thesis and
antithesis, and appreciating
these as methods to reach a
conclusion, leaching how to
do that; I think these habits
are the achievements that re-
ally matter. Therefore, among
the graduates of the German
High School, you do not en-

101 I



B 102

Biilent Eczacibasi

counter many who give credit
to dogmas or rigid opinions.
I really consider this as a
strength of the school. I have
always observed this in my
schoolmates. I believe that
this is also a personal habit
of mine and that it is, to a
great extent, related to the
approach to education at the
school.”

His teachers played an important
role in Biilent Eczacibas’ s ada
ting these traits from the Ger-
man High School into habits that
he has followed throughout his
life. In Eczacibas® s own words,
teaching staff at German High
School consisted of teachers,
who enabled the “flourishing
and growth of new interests and
new perspectives” in students
and continuously provided sup-
porttowards that end. Biilent Ec-
zacibasi considers this as one of
the most important characteris-
tics of German High School and
illustrates it with the following
anecdote:

“We really loved Mr. Bohmer,
who played a great role in my
interest in biology...Until 1
took biology courses from Mr.
Bohmer, it had been an area

of secondary interest for me;
I mean it was a subject that I
considered  secondary o
physics,  chemistry, and
mathematics; but this really
changed with Mr. Bohmer.
This is the kind of influence
good leachers can have on
students;  gelting  students
interested in a subject and
drawing their atlention to
it. Mr. Bohmer had such an
influence on me concerning
biology.”

Apart from the classes, study
groups |Arbeitsgemeinschaft| or-
ganized by the school also helped
Biilent Eczacibasi to develop an
interest in different subjects and
focus on them:

“Most of my interests look
shape during my years at the
German High School, and
these interests in various
subjects  developed — with
the support and care of my
teachers; here, I should pri-
marily mention my inter-
est in art. Well, the study
groups in those years, or to
use the German term Arbeit-
sgemeinschaft, were meetings
and activities held outside of
class hours and in the areas
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students were interested in.
In this respect, our teachers
provided invaluable contri-
butions, which created new
interests and new perspec-
tive for me and helped their
growth and development.
This certainly had something
to do with the characteristics
of the teachers: ‘what is this
kid interested in?’; ‘what does
he want to focus on?’; ‘How
can I help hime’ I saw this in
my teachers at the German
High School, and I find it
very valuable.”

Biilent Eczacibasi was a very
successful and good student
throughout his school years.
Starting with middle school, he
was always among the top two
students in his classes. During
his final year at the German High
School, he got full marks in all
subjects, still considered a re-
cord in the history of the school,
and graduated at the top of his
class. Despite his achievement
in all subjects, he was interested
in and enjoyed science courses
most, particularly physics and
mathematics. For a while, Biilent
Eczacibasi even planned to pur-
sue an academic career in this
field; and his interest in sciences

became stronger throughout his
school years.

Another area of special inter-
est and curiosity for Biilent Ec-
zacibasl was art history. One of
the important roots of Biilent Ec-
zacibasi’ s interest in and contri-
butionto arts was German High
School.

Biilent Eczacibasi comes from a
family not only interested in the
arts but which has also actively
contributed greatly to the arts.
Besides being a businessman, his
father Nejal Eczacibasi was also
known to be a close follower of
various disciplines of art and a
contributor to them. In addition,
his mother Beyhan Eczacibasi
had a special interest in litera-
ture, having published a book of
short stories and also translat-
ed several books. Thus, German
High School played an important
role in reinforcing and diversi-
fying his interest in art and cul-
tural life acquired in the family
environment. For instance, in
those days, students of the Ger-
man High School were regularly
taken on field trips in and out-
side Istanbul. During these trips
led by Mr. Schneider, Biilent Ec-
zacibas1i had an opportunity to
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see Istanbul, where he was born
and raised, from a different per-
spective

and get to know it:

“Yes; I could not participate
in the trips to inland Ana-
tolia, but I took part in the
Istanbul trips and learned a
lot from them. Mr. Schnei-
der aroused a curiosity in
me to gel to know and stroll
around in Istanbul; he was
very knowledgeable, and one
could learn a lot from him,
if one had interest and cu-
riosity. Afterwards, I tried to
continue making those trips
without the participation of
teachers, through my own
means and in my own time;
some of those trips I made
with my family. Here, you
have the birth of an inter-
est; and these teachers made
great efforts to teach us about
our own culture. I find this
very valuable; that is, their
attitude was "See, what trea-
sures you have; you should
know them, find out about
them” They knew about Is-
tanbul’s historical sites better
than most of us; they were
curious about many aspects
of Turkish culture, and they

wanted to share these with us,
impart this knowledge to us,
which I think is very valu-
able.”

For Biilent Eczacibasi, another
important aspect of the German
High School was that it was quite
alibertarian environment.

He became acquainted with the
works of many national and in-
ternational intellectuals, like Karl
Marx, at German High School,
with different views and ideolo-
gies, which were thought to be
“subversive” to read and teach
considering the circumstances
of the period:

“You cannol and must not
imagine an education in Ger-
man at German High School
without Bertolt Brecht. When
we gol lo know Brecht at
German High School, we also
got to know Nazim Hikmel,
though unofficially, thanks
to our teachers who belicved
that you could not know
Turkish literature without
Nazim Hikmet and who did
not refrain from telling us
about him. I remember one of
our teachers saying, ‘I cannot
ask you about Nazim Hikmet
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in the exam, but if you do not
know about him, do not claim
that you studied Turkish lit-
erature at the German High
School’. So I see all these as a
part of the school’s effort to
impart open thinking, ques-
tioning, being receplive lo all
opinions, and a tradition and
habit of research to us, quali-
ties highly valued there.”

Although there were some struc-
tural constraints, such as the
school being half-day, Biilent Ec-
zacibasi had a very active social
life at the German High School.
While taking part in various so-
cial activities such as playing
chess, table tennis, and stamp
collecting, he also formed many
close friendships extending
through the years after school.
The student profile of German
High School at the time was
mostly students from upper mid-
dle-class families in Istanbul. The
presence of bhoth non-Muslim
and German students created an
environment of diversily in cohe-
sion. Biilent Eczacibasi says that
students with different identities
formed close friendships without
experiencing any problems and
without questioning each other’s
identities:

“Yes, we had [riends of Arme-
nian, Greek or Fewish origin.
I think they were more in
number than today, but still
they but still they were not
many. When one mentioned
one’s ethnic origin, elc. we
did not care; we were not
cven aware of it! That is, we
were not conscious of such a
thing... Yes, there were sev-
eral German students, who
were pul into section A. What
I can particularly say is this:
we were in rapport with them.
Some of the courses they took
were different; for instance,
they took Latin. Some of
them were closer to ‘Tur-
key, and their Turkish was
more advanced. Some could
not speak Turkish as well as
others; but they still adapted
themselves quite well lo the
class. We built good [riend-
ships with all of them, which
continued after graduation.”

In order to graduate from Ger-
man High School, Biilent Ec-
zacibast had to take the Abitur
exam, a very difficult exam which
was compulsory then. As Biilent
Eczacibasi states, being avery ex-
tensive and comprehensive exam
and in line with the objectives of
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the Anglo-Saxon system target-
ing early specialization, Abitur
provided an opportunity to train
“versatile” and “cultured” stu-
dents. After graduating from the
German High School in 1968 and
with his father Nejat Eczacibas1’s
guidance, he decided to continue
his education in English, though
he had qualified to attend a uni-
versily in Germany. Accordingly,
he began his university education
in 1968 at Imperial College of Sci-
ence and Technology. Although
he had received acceptance from
Cambridge University, the reason
he chose Imperial College was
due to his father’s advice that he
should spend his university years
in one of the centers of culture
and art, like London. Following
his graduation from the universi-
ty in 1972, he continued his edu-
cation at Massachusetts Institute
of Technology (MIT) in the USA,
and graduated with a MSc. de-
gree in 1974.

Biilent Eczacibasi states that
there were some challenges of
entering the Anglo-Saxon world,
which had a different perspec-
tive, after his years in the Ger-
man tradition. However, he easily
adapted to it, thanks to those val-
ues like “disciplined work hab-

» o«

its,” “a questioning mind,” and
“analytical thinking,” as well as
the fact that he had good English
language education:

“I certainly benefitted a lot
from the English courses I
had taken at the German
High School. I cannot say I
had no difficulties at all, but
still I was able to adapt my-
self'to life in England without
much hardship and continue
my education. This was a big
head start given by the Ger-
man High School. In terms of
work discipline, I saw myself
as being different from my
classmates there; it provided
me with an advantage. From
my approach to lab work to
taking noles, or learning, the
advantages that the German
School  furnished me with
helped a lot. Because the ed-
ucation system is very dif-
ferent in England, students
specialize much earlier; the
system requires that they take
high school exit-exams in 3
or 4 subjects. Undergraduate
education at university is 3
years, which is quite heavy.
Yet, they already start their
first year at a very advanced
level. ‘This caused a problem
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of adaptation for me. Al-
though I had a preparatory
period of one year, I saw that
the starting level for uni-
versity educalion was really
high in England. At the Ger-
man High School, I cannol
remember the exact number
now, but we had to pass 12 or
15 subjects like history, geog-
raphy, physics, mathematics,
music, physical education,
whereas in  England  my
classmates had made their
decisions at a much earli-
er stage about whether they
wanled to focus on sciences
or social sciences and took
3-4 courses, finishing high
school and entering univer-
sity at a more advanced level.
So, to be honest this created
some difficulty for me.”

was compulsory then. As Biilent

Eczacibasi stales, being a very ex-
tensive and comprehensive exam
aHaving received his MSc., Biilent
Eczacibasi returned to Turkey in
1974 and decided to continue his
career in the Eczacibasi Group of.
companies. . For about 20 years,
he held executive positions in
various companies of the Ec-
zacibast Group. During this pe-
riod, he had the opportunity to

work with and benefit from the
experiences, ideas, and advice
of his father, Nejat Eczacibasi,
who had a great influence on his
business life. In his own words,
essential principles he acquired
from his father, such as “staying
away from people who have no
self-respect,” “seeking out peo-
ple who can take responsibility,”

“working with people who like to
improve themselves,” “hearing
opposing views,” and “believing
in the bright future and potential
of his country” have been a
guiding light for him through-
out his business life. After Nejat
Eczacibasi passed away in 1993,
Biilent Eczacibasi assumed the
position of the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of Eczacibasi
Group, a position he still holds.
Under his directorship and op-
erating in various sectors such as
health supplies, medication, ce-
ramics, finance, mining, and real
estate, the Eczacibasi Group has
continued to be one of the largest
and leading industrial groups in
Turkey.

Another point where Nejat Ec-
zacibasi influenced his son con-
cerns the concept of social re-
sponsibility, something Nejat
Eczacibasi valued greatly. Biilent
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Eczacibasi took over and imple-
mented many social responsibil-
ity projects planned and initiated
by his father, and he also played
an active role in civil society. He
has acted as the founder and
director of many non-govern-
mental organizations. Between
the years 1991 to 1993, he was the
Chairman of the Board of Di-
rectors of Turkish Industry and
Business Association (TUSIAD),
and is still the honorary chair-
man. Between the years of 1991
and 1993, he again acted as the
Chairman of the High Adviso-
ry Board in TUSIAD. From 2000
to 2008, Biilent Eczacibasi also
served as the Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the Phar-
maceutical Manufacturers Asso-
ciation of Turkey, where he is

again the honorary chairman.

He played a major role in
re-structuring and renewal of
the Economic and Social Studies
Conference Board, which was
founded by Nejat Eczacibasi in
1961 in order to contribute to the
public debate in Turkey through
conferences, panels, and publi-
cations.

In this context, the Economic and
Social Studies Conference Board

was transformed into a strategic
research institution in 1994, un-
der the name of the Turkish Eco-
nomic and Social Studies Foun-
dation (TESEV). Identifying itself
as a think-tank, TESEV defines its
objectives as supporting and car-
rying out scientific research, es-
tablishing links between scientif-
ic findings and politics, ensuring
that information is disseminated
openly and freely and accessi-
ble to all, and thus contributing
to the culture of democracy and
consensus in society. Biilent Ec-
zacibasi was the Founding Chair-
man of the Board of Directors of
TESEV from its establishment
until 1997, and he is still the hon-
orary chairman. In 2017, TESEV
was placed 77th among the best
100 think-tanks worldwide, 12th
best worldwide in the category of
foreign relations and social rela-
tions and the best institution in
Turkey in this regard in the re-
port by the Global Go to Think
Tank Index.

Biilent Eczacibasi is known for
his contributions to arts and cul-
tural life. Drawing his inspiration
both from his family and the
German High school, Biilent Ec-
zacibasi took over the position of
the Chairman of the Board of Di-
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rectors of Istanbul Foundation for
Culture and Arts after the death
of his uncle Sakir Eczacibasi in
2010. The Istanbul Foundation
for Culture and Art was found-
ed in 1973 and organizes various
aclivities such as Istanbul Music,
Film, Theatre, and Jazz festivals,
Istanbul Biennial, Istanbul De-
sign Biennial, Leyla Gencer Voice
Competition and Filmekimi. In
addition to this, Biilent Eczacibasi
played an active role alongside
his wife, Oya Eczacibasi, in the
process of establishing a per-
manent museum of modern art,
a project envisioned by Nejat
Eczacibasi. Biilent Eczacibasi is
still the Chairman of the Board of
Trustees of Istanbul Modern Art
Museum Foundation, where Oya
Eczacibasi is the chairperson of
the Board of Directors, which
manages Istanbul Museum of
Modern Art (known as Istanbul
Modern). As Biilent Eczacibasi
himself stated, the German High
School played a big role in his
interest in arts and culture, and
in his contributions to various
art fields. He associates this with
how his teachers made a connec-
tion between world art history
and Turkish art history and to the
curiosity they aroused in him,

as follows:

“All those field trips we made
and the activities we were
engaged in  under  Mr.
Schneider’s guidance at the
German High School com-
bined to arouse an interest
in me. Besides, art history,
world art and their relation
to our own art, very import-
ant ideas concerning how to
Ssituate our artists within the
framework of world art his-
tory, were conveyed lo me by
my leachers, though I cannol
say that these ideas appeared
exactly during my school
years al the German High
School. Well, for instance, the
rools and origins of our mod-
ern art is the topic of a very
important debate. Sometimes
you see that views emerge
underestimating our artists,
with claims like “they are im-
itators,” “we consider some
copy-cats great artists but we
cannol create anything orig-
inal but only imitale western
art belatedly.” Thanks to the
perspective provided by our
German teachers, I was able
to see that such arguments
were unfair and unfounded

and that by carrying those
developments in the world
and in the west to Turkey,
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these  so-called  imitators
actually performed a great
service, no matter how much
they were inspired by those
models, or even imitated
them; and I was able to see
what they have brought to
Turkey and what they have
started here. Ideas like, “in
fact, these are greal artists
and pioneers that deserve
our appreciation; they are
not imitators. Such artists
are all over the world, and
each country’s own art can
com municate and unile
with the art world beyond its
borders thanks to artists like
these,” such an awareness re-
sulls from the German High
School’s effect on me. During
the yearswhen we concen-
trated on art and expanded
our efforts in the field of art, I
was inspired by and benefit-
ted from all these.”

Having received many awards due
to his contributions to business
life and arts, Biilent Eczacibasi
was selected as “Chairman of the
Year” in 2012 within the scope of
the International Stevie Awards,
given globally and considered
one of the most prestigious
awards in the business world.

Leading an exemplary family life,
Biilent Eczacibasi is married to
Oya (Esener) Eczacibasi, daugter
of the famous law professor Tur-
han Esener. Born in 1959, Oya
Eczacibasi graduated from the
Department of Business Adm
nistration, before receiving her
master’s degree in Museum
Management from the University
of Leicester. Oya Eczacibasi has
held various administrative posi-
tions at several non-governmen-
tal organizations, such as Hisar
Educational Foundation and the
Educational Volunteers Founda-
tion of Turkey (TEGV), and she
was also a lecturer in museum
management at Bogazici Univer-
sity from 2002 to 2007. In the late
1980’s, Oya Eczacibasi and her
father-in-law Nejat Eczacibasi
began working towards estab-
lishing a modern art museum
in Istanbul; and after the death
of Nejat Eczacibasi in 1993, Oya
Eczacibasi undertook the admin-
istration of these efforts which
culminated in the opening of the
Istanbul Museum of Modern Art
in 2004. Oya Eczacibasi speaks
English, German, and French;
and due to her contributions to
cultural relations between Tur-
key and France, she was award-
ed the medal of Chevalier dans
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I'Ordre National de la Legion
d’Honneur by the Republic of
France in 2011. Oya Eczacibasi
and Biilent Eczacibasi’s son Emre
Eczacibast and their daughter
Esra Eczacibasit were born in 1984
and 1989.

After graduating from the De-
partment of Economics at Har-
vard and completing his MBA
al Columbia University, Emre
Eczacibast now works as an ex-
ecutive in the Eczacibasi Group.
Esra Eczacibasi received her un-
dergraduate degree in Econom-
ics and Art History and presently
works as an executive in the Ec-
zacibasi group.

During his years at the German
High School, Biilent Eczacibasi
was interested in table tennis and
sailing, and his interest in sports
continued in later years with
horse riding. Having participated
in several competitions, Biilent
Eczacibasi still rides horses as a
hobby. Biilent Eczacibast’ s inter-
estin sports turned into support
with the foundation of Eczacibasi
Sports Club by Eczacibast Com-
pany in 1966 within the scope of
social responsibility; and the club
is still active in women’s volley-
ball, having won many national

and international victories.

During the time left after his hec-
tic business schedule, Biilent Ec-
zacibasi is interested in photog-
raphy and collecting art. Biilent
Eczacibasi published a book in
2018, entitled “Isim Giiciim Budur
Benim” (“This is What I Do”), in
which he talks about his expe-
riences and observations con-
cerning business life through his
views about various development
and issues both in Turkey and the
world.

When all these areas of activity
are considered as a whole, the
German High School is one of
the most important milestones in
Biilent Eczacibast’ s business and
social life. Just as he himself has
stated, many traits he acquired
al German High School, such
as systematic and disciplined
work habits, a questioning and
researching mind, attention to
language use and a knowledge of
foreign languages and being open
to new ideas, form the basis of his
career and personal life.
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Biilent Eczacibasi

October 25, 1949, Istanbul
Chemical Engineer, MSc
Chairman of the Board of Directors, Eczacibasi Holding

Years at German High School: 1960-1968

Education after German High School:

1968-1972, Imperial College of Science and Technology,
Physico-chemistry (undergraduate)

1972-1974, Massachuselts Institute of Technology (MIT),
Chemical Engineering, (MSc.)

Non-professional activities: Honorary Chairman of TUSIAD,
Honorary Chairman of the Pharmaceutical Manufacturers
Association of Turkey, Honorary Member of Foreign Economic
Relations Board, Honorary Member of Turkish Enterprise and
Business Confederation, High Consultation Council Member of
Aegean Industrialists and Businessmen Association, the Chairman of
the Board of Trustees of Istanbul Modern Art Museum Foundation,
Chairman of the Board of Directors of IKSV (Istanbul Culture and
Arts Foundation), High Advisory Board Member of Turkish Economic
and Social Studies Foundation.

Works: This is My Power: My New Business Responsibilities

(2018, Yap1 Kredi Publications)

Foreign language: German, English

Spouse’s name: Oya Eczacibasi

Spouse’s profession: Chairperson of the Board of Directors of
Istanbul Museum of Modern Art

Names of children: Emre Eczacibasi, Esra Eczacibast

Other family members attending the german high school:
Beyhan Eczacibasi (mother), Faruk Eczacibasi (brother)















